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7 Epernlly Fae ws thre rqure 
? ially ſince 'tis there 
ſhall ſwear in theſe Words, 


tholicam fidem, extra quam, NEMO SALYOS ESSE 
POTEST, quam in preſenti profiteor & tees, candem ad 
ultimum vite ſpiritum conſlantifſime retinere ſpondes, we- 
veo &f Faro. is is the trae Catholick Faith out of 
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pen to dye at. pos he the REN (ac- 
caring 2000 SER GRE TR give in 0» 


particulars. 
Now who hears of fuch a ſtupendious Superfira- x1, cc 
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amuſing us with 

r , and the wonderful things they are thereby 
eſtared 1n ; oo may not be 
allowed to inſpet their Tifle ; To conſider whicther 
the ground-work of all theſe op Pretences 
have any thing of certainty 2 If the Popes Primacy 
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{in the ſtrict and now uſual ſignification of the Word) 
of that Church ? 

To prove Peter to have been at Rome, Cardinal Be/. 
larmin produces five Arguments, which we ſhall ſeve- 
rally confider. 

The rn Text, r Pet. $. 11. dad 
that ts at Ba weth B 
he) is are 1 therefore —_— wrote that 
Epiſtle, was there : Now that Peter did mean Rowe by 
the word Babylon in that place, he would , 1. Bc 
cauſe Exſebius Records, that one Papias did fay, That 
this Epiſtle of was written from the City of Rome, 
which the Apoſtle diÞÞere Ro call Babylon : To 
which purpoſe the Cardinal allo cites St. Zierom and ©- 
thers, as being of the ſame Opinion, or rather following 
Papias therein. 2.Becauſe Rome in the Revelations is fre- 
quently call'd Babylon, 

> a doubtful 

r. This is proving /gnotum per Ignotins, 2 
thing by a thing utterly Improbable , a controverted 
matter of Faft by an uncertain groundleſs Opinion. Does 
not all the World know, that L mn were at that time 
ewo great Cities, whoſe proper pame was Babylon } One 
in Afyria, famous in all ancient Hiſtories, as bbing the 
ſear of the firſt Monarchy : The other in Egypt, menti- 
on'd in Strabo, I. 17. and by Prolomy called Babalis, the 
ſame (if I miſtake not) which at this day is called 
C A I RO, or near it; and why might not Peter date his 
Epiſtle from one cf theſe 2 For as he, for the moſt part, 
preached ro the diſperſed Jews, of whom, no doubt, ma- 
ny were ſcattered through Cha/dzz and Afſyria; fo he 
might probably exert his Miniſtry at the fr mentioned 
Babylon, being ſo eminent a place on the ſame Conti- 
nent, and at PCCSAI from Jeruſalem, _ 
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call Rome Babylen, is nothing 
for h a Tropical Denomination fuit well 
th a Prophetict Style, yer it will nor follow, that in 
in Epiſtolary Salutation, a proper Name muſt be 
ifcation to fuch an ab- 
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ſtruſe and _ _ ting m ny Pro- 
ies, uted 7 ypes Figures to expreſs ings ; 
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ſo, has neither 7rath nor Probability. The Reafon why 
Sr. Jobs denominates Rowe, Babylan (though repreſent- 


cal 
an hard phech reduced him to this 
he to ſecure his retreat, by affirm- 
is termed Babylon, wt in reſpett of the 
future Roman Church, But as it was the Seat of the Roman 
Empire that then domineer'd over the Earth, as Babylon 
did of old--Bor this evaſion is as groſs as the occaſion of 
it, fince 'tis plain; HIER anc > ==" 
eſpeci» 


Babylew. But 


ev) 
eſpeciallygis 2 Prophetick Book,not #/iferical ; forſo ure 
the —_— a v., 1, Come up hither, and I 
will ſhew things that ſhall be bereaſter. And allo it re- 
lates all along to rhe future ſtate of the Church, not to 


the preſent condition of- (World! [nr ad, and almoſt 
all Incerpreters agree, That this Baby which, Rev, 17. 
is called The Scarlet Where, &c. ibed by this Title, 
Myſtery Babylon the Great, the Mather of Marlots, aud 
Hbommations of the Earth; can be no orher than that 
Antichriſt which was to ſit in the Temple of God, that 
s, in the Church, » 7hep. x. 

4. As for what is , that Papias, St. Jerome, 
or others, thought this Epiſtic of Perer might be writ» 
ten from Rome, Tropically call'd Babylon ; it is at moſt 
but 1heir Opinion touching 2 matter of Fat long before 


that Mighty Monarch of Letters, as well as of Great Bri- 
tain, King F A MES the Firſt (Grandfather to our 
ſent Gracious Soveraign) in his Premonition to all Chri 
ſtian-Princes, judiciouſly obſerved in a like Caſe. That 
rhe Fathers of the firſk Ages ſpeak of this matter but only 
by conjettares, whereas we ſpeak of it by experience. For 
Scripture Predictions after the become Hiſto- 
rics.; and the Promiſcs, Performances ; and fo are much 

5. As for the credit of Papias, the firſt Suggeſter of 
this on, and conſequently the frft Autber in 
the Wor (for ought I can hear.) that gave occaſion $0 


rg) 
the Conceit of Peter's ever being at Rome, we hull give 


of Peter's being there, doth here, wi 
——_—————— ES 


neerpretation, 
who attribute the ſame (as indeed it wholly and folc+ 
ly belongs) to Chrift, x Pet. 2. 6. and Row. 9.33. but 


alſo to that of ew Ld,  who- refers thoſe words to 
himſelf, Matr. 21. 42. fo that the Cardinal makes Rome 
to be both Siew and Babylon ; he will have it Babylon, 


I- 

Romans af 
rs 
Holy Ghoſt, and Preached in orher Tongues, 
ly aid, That amongſt the mulritude that came: to 
hen Itere were ftrangers of Rome, Atty 2: 19,” St. Pas! 
alo witneſſes, That Andronicus and Fant (who dwelt at 
Reme when he wrote his Epiſtle, that is, before 'be came 
at Rome) were in Chrift (that is, the Chriſtian 
Faith ) before himſelf ( which muſt be at lezſt 5 or 6 
years Peter is pretended to come at Rome ) And 
that rhey were of Note the Apoſtles, Rom: 16. 7: 
Why tlien might not They by their pains and zeal; af 
leaff in forme meaſure, gather a Church there ? Beſides, 
the Scriptures mention not which of 'the Apoſtles, or 
who elſe in particular, collefted divers other Churches, 


+, + 44 be aſcribed -to the perticular 
ins of Sr. Peter ? 


4. Whar the Cardinal affirms, That noe of 'the An- 
cients name any other but Peter that thould firſt Preach 
the Goſpel at Rome, is not ſtrictly true; For he himſelf 
a lirtle after confeſſes, That Clemens { whom they will 
have to be Peter's Succeſſor ) in the firſt Book: of his 
Recognitions , and Dorothaus Tyrenfts , Record , That 


Barnabas Preached at Rome in the Reign of Tibers ; | 
that is, within 3 or 4 years after our Lords Cracifocies ; yg 
Whereas their moſt common ſtory is, That St. Perer Ame betore 
came not there till the fecond of C which muft 


be about five years at leaſt after the Reign of 7iberius. 
" 'Tis truc thoCardinal endeavours to weaken the cre- 
dit of thoſe Authors, by faying, That the firſt s thought 
ro be Apechryphat ; the latter contains many things fa 
balcus an; On yet (ill as they are of their own pro- 
lacing, and he will not deny but they are Ancient ; fo 
whenever they ſerve his Turn, he is ready -<nough to 
I; make 
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a Law to puniſh the Acenſers of the Chriſtians ; and Platina 
fays the pugi threatned was Capstal ; For tho it be 


Now it there were Chriſtians at Rewe in the days of 
Tiberius, funce Peter is not pretended to have come to 
Rome 


Authors followed him,fo that the whole pon 
—— ———— mpions and De 
rogating that reverence we topay to the Boots 
of the Goſpel ; For there is no | an bue 
| ne mln eas oe 
by the ſpecial aſſiſtance and inſpiration of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and not only by Hear-ſay, cither from Peter or 
any others, 
2. The meaning of thoſe Anthors may be, That 
Mark wrote his by the exciternent or privi- 
ry»of St. Perer, bur that therefore Perer preached at 
Rome, follows not ; and moſt of the Ancients reckon 
St. Mark the Evangglift to be Biſhop of Alexandria in 


Feypr, therefore it ts not probable, that he ever was, or 
continued at 

3. Thar w might deceive Papias, and the reſt, 
might be, that, whereas they had heard ay, 
Sr. Mark the E iſt was 2 jon of St. Peter, 
and wrote his partly at his motion, and alſo 
—_— — CR WP the New 
Teſtament to have been at Rome, as Coloff. 4. 10. Philem. 


V. 24 They thence concluded, That Sr. Peter muft Le 
at Rome, and Mark write his Gofpel there. But in 
eruth, chat Mark whom in Scripture we find to _ 
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his firaame 3 The fame whom 
| Siſters Son he was, Col. 4.10, 
Amaech, v.95. But 
and- rexturn'd from 
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Epiſtle ro 7imerby, 
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Crane, war's 


not only 
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's motion, but to 
been his common Attendant or Aſſitant in his 


to write his Goſpel av Per 
Travels and 
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Whenas the her 
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as we find in Scri 


have been, made 
Mark that was at Rome did 


hve ben male ep a 


generally accompany Paz! and Barnabas, Tipe) 


them. 
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So 


the Hear-fay of Papias, or ſome fi poery 
Traditioniſt ) is left to the of the diſcreerReader. 
Bellarmin's fourth : 
of Peter's Vi over Simon Magus 
deed the fame, it we may credit their» Authors, is not 
only a proot of St. Peter's being at Rowe; but one of 
the Two Cauſes which moved him to remove from Ant i- 
«&  thither ; For thus Platina —— Petrus Roman Caput 
Orbu wenit, & qued bane ſedem Pontificali Diguitati Con- 
wententem Cernebat ; & buc profetium mntellexerat Simo- 
wer Magum ; Peter came to Rome the Head of the World, 
both becauſe be ſaw thi was a ſeat comvenient or ſuitable 
for the Pontifical Dignity, and alſo for that he underſtood 
Simon Magus was gewe thather > So that it ſeems his go- 
ing to Rome was not Jubente Domine, by any ſpecial 
erm a Bellarmin —_— ; but 
Reme being, at that tang Metropolis of the World, 
he thought bers bo 'orthy to be the ſear of 
his Eccleſiaſtical Principality, and was afraid ( forſooth ) 
leſt Sihmer the Sorcerer ſhould ufurp and get polleſſion of 
it before him, -and therefore he haſtened thither to ex- 

pel him. — Sed bec ebter; 


is drawn from the ſtory The fourth 
at Rome : And in- argument. 


To ſhew the weakneſs of this pretence, I ſhall, firſt 7be Au/uer 


conſider what we find in Scripture touching this Simon 
Magus ; 1dly, Relate the Story they tell about him at 
Home And 1dly, Shew the Yaxity thereof, and that the 


fame was firſt hatch'd by Fabulous Authors. 
rt. We 


[26] 
1. We read At#s 8. That Simes lived at Sama 


r14, and havi Rewitcht ( or SK 
there oo ( or log = was 
$eleve the Golpel, and was Baptized, and wondrad 
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1s mot right in t of God. Repent therefore of this 

thy wickedneſs, pray God, if perhaps the thought of 


in the yall of bitterneſs, and inthe bond of Tniquity. Then 
anſwered Simen, and faid, Pray ye to the Lard for me, - 
that none of theſe things that ye have ſpoken, come upon 


> GIRO his wicked overture, all 
Giving and Receiving of Money, or other ſecular profit 
for any Office or Pretermeat in the Church, i ever ſince 


(from his name) called Simory. 
But the Combat and Vidtory meant by Beilarmis 1s 
to have been at Reme, and thus related 
Platina—-" That the faid Simow had the 
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frſt Relaters ; and pray obſerve from what Authors ey 
mens, and by Papies ; and Bellarmis adds, —_— ar 
Excido Hieroſolym, |. 3. ©. 2.» As for P we have no- 
thing of his extant; nor if we had, is his Credit mach, as 
will by and by appear; and the other rwo ſuppoſed Books 
of Clemens and Feefippas are both Forgeries, comived in 
after times CIIIIINEN ———— 
ten by them, as amongſt other feigned Antiquities, 
ras foe bach worn dm fear oro 
ter on that Subject. 

And what man of ſenſe will give ſo much as a common 
Hiſtorical Credit, much leſs t that as an Arcicle of 
Faith, which has no better Foundation than what is 
bottom'd on counterfeit Authors 2 Eſpecially ſince it is 
not pretended to be atteſted by any were Eped#ir- 
eſſes, or that livd for a conſiderable time after ; nor 
is it credible that fo wonderful and publick a Miracle, 
it eruly cranſafted at Rome, ſhould have clcaped the 
notice and mention of forme of thoſe Roman Hiſtorians 
who have fo exactly given us the Memoirs of that 
curious and very Learned Age. d 

z. This Tale cocs not 
tor Platina, as "tis plai 
ploit done at Peter's firff coming to Rome ; for as he af- 
ns ene cmcin goat of dai Trnandl is going mas; ts 
be for obviating the miſchicts of poſtor ; o 
by his Relation — 
derermined after Peter's arrival ; and he y fays 
Siman Magxs dyed of that fail, non ita multo poſt, 
long after ; Now lay Peter went to Rome in 
ſecond Year of Claudixs, Anno Chr. 43. and fo in that 
or the next Year Mages muſt be defeared. Bur Cardi- 
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Martyrdom at Rome, © Cothe 

To which I Reply. 

1. What imports it if it be not known > Can they 
tell us where and when Se. Matthew, St. Jade, and others 
of the Apoſtles died ? Nay rather, as God concealed Mo- 
fer's Grave to prevent ldolatry, it may be the fame Graci- 
ous Providence foreſceing won ee ny poags 
would make about St. Peter, lett the latter of hi 
Life, and place, time and circumſtances of his Death, 


Worn. 


But they will 


and fome of 


may reaſonably be' 
or Egvypre, if we t Nicephors) for otherwiſe there 
being none of the Apoſtles that ſuffered by __ 
Crucifixion there, that Prophecy ſhould not be - 
led; the words of Lyra are theſe. 

— Ex ijs Octidetis ficut Facobum fratrem Fohamis, Afts 
12. & Stephaman, Afts 7. & Multes —_—_— 
tis ut Petra & Andrzam. To which Teſttmony of that 
moſt Learned Man (who lived ncar 400 years ago) the 
Cardinal has nothing to fay, but that he wnwarily ; 
but whether himſelf does not ſpeak full as ynw 
and groundleſly,' is ſtill a juſt The rather, if 
we conſuler, rhec 6 ME wrote at m__ 
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Peter did T. the 
not fuffer Tovchl ; 
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4 not mentions the Death of St. 
on] vill 17 Jacks, bac of nny Olvikens por 1 


and did ſuffer at Rome. So that Peter's being at 


Crucified there, ſtill remains doubrful, and Authors 
that talk of it, ſeem all to follow the before mentioned 
Papias. 

[There is yet another A urg'd by ſome Roma- 
»iſts, grounded on a Story related by Platina and others, 
viz, ©] hat St. Peter endeavour | 


* eſcape, and fly out of Kome 

« Chriſt crfocally methim, a mile out of Town, in 
* the Appian way, to whom Peter ſaying, Lord whither 
© goeſt rhou + And Chriſt anſwering, 7 come to Rome «+ 
* rain to be Cracified ; Peter talang theſe words to be 
* meant of his own (as the Lord might 
«* ſeem to ſuffer in his & wg Lp 
© ſettled Clement to be his Succeſſor, was after ap- 
* prehended and Crucified ; in._ which of 
meeting, where theſe words —— 

there wasin his time « Chappel 
Tradition too, that the very print of 
two talkt together, was after, 
know ſome may fay, to this to 

As it ſuited not with the honour and zeal of Blef- 


tells us; 
there is a 


Judgmen 
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CHAP. IL 
Whether 8:, Peter mere Biſhop of Antioch, «r Rome. 


FF it cannot be fofficiently made » That St. P6 

rer was ever at Rome, one think we might 

ſuperſede our pains of cnquiring, Whether he were B+ 

ſhop of Rome. * No, Gith Belormin muny have been 

* De Surm, © Biſhops of Rome, that never were at R-me, as Clement 
Poneif. liz. * the 5th, John the 22th, Benedilt the 12th, Clement 
< the 6th, and /unccent the 6th, who being Ordained in 

* France , did always remaip there. How proper- 

ly thoſe Gentlemen could be called Biſhops of Reme, that 

were neither choſen there, nor ever ſaw that City in 

their lives, I ſhall not inquire ; nor repine at his Foli- 

»eſs if he pleaſe to make 7itzlar Biſhops of remote pla» 

ces in Afra or Africh, where there mny not be 

one Chriſtian ſoul living, ; or if he will gratific his Favou- 

rites with Epiſcopal Sces in 2/topia or Fairy-land ; ſuch 

* De Offic: as Panormitan * complains of and calls Epiſceps Nullate- 
Ord. C:Qw- venſes, Biſhops of Nallatia, Dioceſans of Noland. But 
i.” this Laph petty confident of, That St. Peter, who fo car- 
13 Per. 5.2, neſt! Biſhops or Elders || to feed their Flocks, 
would ſcarce ſet the firſt Pattern of Now-refidency that 

ever was in the world. Nor do I ſee any neceflity for 

calling Clemens the 5th, and the other French 

Biſhops of Rome, rather- than Biſhops of Avigaian; For 

+ Comer acen- [am taught by a very Learned Roman Catholick, + That 
fir. Qu. Veſper. the Papacy and Biſhoprick of Rome are two diſtinit things, 
M. 3 and not ſo neceſſarily cenjein'd but they may be ſeparated: 
As for example, If a Pope and a Council think it coroeni- 
ent, he may leave the Church of Rome, and unite himſelf 
. fo 


That he was alſo Bi 
years, we will here 
our 


x. That Feter wes an Apofic, no man that believes 
the New Teſtament can doubt ; but that there is fornc 
difference between an Apoſtle and = Biſhop 


16. 15. Go you inte all the World, 
every Creatuve ; ſo that it was an 
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ſhop of an 
nanticuler © 
Church. 


2 Cor. 11.28. 


(37) 
ani preach to every Nation > Nor were there before our 
Aſcenſion any fuch Churches in being, 
the ſecond; for then he muſt relinquiſh the A 


ſelf, Heb. 5. 4 ——_ CAO ight Or- 

uch as them : 
ſhould or Create themſehves Bi- 
Peculiar Church, we have no 
By what Words, what. Rites , 
do it > Or how,when,where, 


Cities in the Reman Empire, an hnp chr 
of the other Apoſtles were living, and yet none of them 
(nor he himſelf) in any of ther Writings ſhould fa 
one of it, nor mention ſo much as one fg 
Spfogd Af dravby hin incihr of thats Clpinen 
that time? No, nor St. Late in the As of the Apoſtles, 
nor St. Pau! who lived long in Astioch, and- at 
R*eme, and had opportunity, nay (had it beer: true) we 
amay ſay a kind ot neceſſity to: have mentioned ig. 
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Objef, 


Anſw. 


f 40] 
their Opinions in the Caſe. If Conneits are Js 
f in their 


of 

Biſhop of Auticch, did an ill aGt in T ing himſelf 
to Rome ; if Peter did well in Tranſlating his See from 
Antioch to Rome, as being the much greater and Imperial 
City, then theſe ils were Raſh, and did Err in fuch 
their General Condemnations of the like Removes ; fo 
that cither way, the Authority of Peter, or that of 
Councils, muſt be Impaired. 


HLH 
Fits 


bor ed oytgyy gy matter, lays Cornelins a 
e, in Apec. 17.%. 17. 
it be alleciged, T 


y 


tal 


ally the fat ir 
that is, La $—oacyr opens fþ waogyernt refs 
and with an intent to eſtabliſh at the latter place, 


[4r)]-. 
feat” of Eccleſiaſtick Empire ; but this cannot at all be 
proved, or at leaſt as yet is not. 

2. Cardinal Bellarmin of all men, not however 
be allow'd to plead this ; for in his Treatiſe De Verbs Dei, 
L. 4. C. 4. he ſticks not to dexy, That Peter, Pan, or 
ether of the ſacred Penmen wrote the Holy Scriptures by 
God's ſpecial command : And will the fame man, without 
- any proof, obtrude on us a Command of God for placing 
Peter's Chair at Rome > Juſtly may we retort his own 
words ( Mutatis mutandu ) in the place laſt cited. * If 
© it had been the of Chriſt and Peter to place the 
* ſeat of Chriſtian Empire, or viſible Headſhip of the 
* whole Church, at Rome, undoubtedly, it being a thing 
* of fuch moment, Chriſt would have commanded ir, 
« and Peter would ſomewhere have witneſſed, That he 
* by the Lords command fixed his feat there ; But this 
© we no where read, no not ſo much as one word, that 
* he ever was at Reme, or had any thing to do there ; 
Therefore we are not bound to believe it. 


Enſebius's Chrenicon is commonly cited to prove Peter Byte aby- 
was Biſhop of Antioch ſeven years, and of Reme Twenty Ferer's being 
five years. Now Euſebius there indeed fay, That Biſhop of 
Peter founded the Church of Antioch ( which yet is plain- © 


ly contrary to Scripture ) but fo far is he from fayi 
That he was Seven years Biſhop there, That he w. 
ly tells us, Exodius was its firſt Biſhop. And fo far 


———_ op that Sa. Peter was Twenty five years 
Biſhop of Rome, he does not fay he was Biſbop of 
Rome a? all; but only, that Peter having firſt founded 
DL Fawh = dn] to Rome wa the Go- 

eter's being Bi Rome T'wen years is 
none of Eaſebius's Teſtimony there being nota Sp 
ble to that "purpoſe in the Original Greet ( in which 
he wrote ) but thoſe words were —_— 


Euſeb. |. 3 


ad Gaudent. 


[ 42} 
ws, which are much Interpolated 
as may be ſeen by 8: ger's Animadver- 


> Jn Not. 2* Cons. Hence that Learned Reman ick Valefrus * 


- ublickly ac 
Healer is Ordine 


Preach'd unto, and took care of : For the 
lame perſons do no lefs affirm, That Pal alſo was Biſhop 
of the ſame Church at the. ſamt time, which cannot be 

ood but in ſuch a Targe ſenſe as aforeſaid. Hence 


» Reuffonus fays * Linus & Cletus furrunt ante Clementem F. 
* piſcopi in Vrbe Roma, ſed ſaperſtite Petro, widelicet at illi 


copatus Curam Gererent, ifle vero Apoſtolatas Impleret 


we unto him. As fuck he was commanded to 
& fick of Crit ; os fachCluift promiſed to Suild 


to reveal the fm Et 4 
longing to CT poltle, ire to 
know what furt herPriviledg could accrue to him beſides 
particular place, were it cither Antioch 
Reman will OY body- ſfuc- 
ceed eter in the enjoyment extra 
ing Pe before mentioned, —- beſpeale ſock 
to ſucceed him in his Apo Ly and not in his 
pretended Biſboprict : For 00 , Power 
or Juriſdiction CT e Word, 
or whatever in matters of Faith, the 
lame belonged unto him a5 he wasan ApebicJong before 
he is fancied to have been the Biſhop of any particular 
; o that if dptwanng; 4 ſome one ſhould 
tg in his Ba y not much more 
Pant ould Fav then why was it not 
accatry tn Paul have a Secrefſor as well as Peter ? 


Bia 
2. 


I. Doth the Pope focceed Se Feeer in all that h he had 
in Commiſſion, and was todo in reter- 
ehce unto the Church of ? Doth he ſucceed 
him in the maner of bis Call to his Office? Peter 
was called immediately by Chriſt in his own perſon ; 
The Pope is Elefted by the Conclave of Cardinals, 
concerning whom, their Office, Priviledges, Power 
and Right, to chooſe the Succeſſor of St. _ 
e 


(44 ] 

there is aveas Fab cither in Seripture, or any 
Monuments of pure Antiquity for divers hundred 
'ears; and RY __ Cardinals have 
Influenc'c y powerful Strampets, Baronixs 
himſclf has inform'd ns ; and how 'much in latter 
Ages to this day, "the Faltieas of ſeveral Princes 
prevail, cannot be unknown to any that isnot a 
Rrangerao Hiſtory, and the Modern TranſaQtions 
of the World. 
—_ perſonal Di che = his Office. ani 
un i 

} Not in the leaſt : For Peter in the 
vurkale of his Commiſſion and Obedience unto 
the Cummng gn net ond 
Preaching planting a wi 
the Churches of m Patience, Selt 
Humility, Zeal, Temperance and Meeknets ; 
whereas the Po ond vr any et 
himſelf above XFings, and wi 
pains in his own perſon —- hor 
ners, or rc nur prey: 
- Doth every rake 7-xar woes 7—WOY 
his perſonal qualifications, which were of fuch cx- 

advantage to the Clrurch of Godin his 
days, viz. His Faith, 


_ confeſs many Popes dean X 
wraxt, and flagitiouſly Wicked. ; _ 
. Doth the Pope Peter in the way and man- 
ner of Exerciſing his Care and Authority towards 
the Churches of Chriſt » As ——_—— > Hy 
reſtForPeter did it by his Pr 
by his perſonal S/ifiration enſinires inferuion of rm 
by 


x my > 
= 


are * 
ed 


eddrdto, 


Bu 


F 


_—_— 


to obſerve, 
The Church of Rome 
becauſe St. Peter was its 
the Prince or Raler; And when 
ta be abuſed. unto pre- 

e 

gy 7 1m yg Princeps 

mages rows -» rx wb s it rv, That 


began 


appear, that St. Peter was its 
the Council of Cart 


the Word 


dey om themſelves — 
or chief in Order; ;: xn Chai 


a (Fer tho ne of n+ 
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Rome is the chicf of all 
=; Priace of the de 


He tes 
L 2. C4 

Nl Curtis, 
ee But how does it 
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i. What a 
is the chief 
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(47) 
to the reſt of the World, and to Reme it 
© "The Church of Corinth. is celebrated in Scripture 
being enriched with all 7/tteranct, | and ll buowleds, 
f | Gr mt 1 Cort y, 4, and 7. The 

of the fraxs ( for I'think that place may 
much more juſtly be reſtrained to that particular Church, 
EOS USSISRD 

is C the Pi 
ary Kate pr Trath, x Tim. 3; 15. The Church of the 
Theſſalonians is commended for following the Churches of 
[ not that of Reme, tho the Epiſtle was wrote 
thence ] 1x Thefſ. 2. 14. "Tis trac the Primitive 


tor 


Erna nan 
6 lows him try een fmers: Epiſcopus 
* Heer. ad B- four ys Sacerdatn * whe. 


l, who T bat 
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becauſe it was the / 


p and another from , 
ope removing Peter's Body. 
martable Teftimony from Baronias. : m"w— 
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50] 
«pftart Gibeonites meerly for their ſhew- 
_ ___ ad and cleaved Shrees of their ownces- 
trivance : He muſt be too much/a' ftranger to Eccleſia- 
ſtical Hiſtory to be diſcourſed withal about theſe mat- 
ters; who knows not, that foon afrer the Deccaſe of the 
Mans Corn. APPS, there were counterfeit Goſpels, As, Epiſtles, 
terferts under Revelations, &c. . put forth in ae rrp en nr 
prerence of or as received from them by Trad which are point- 
AnSquity. od at by Irenans, and 'd in a Roman 
Council by Gelafrs, An, Chr. oe The /tinerary of Cle- 
ment, ; nd the Book called Foo, a Book the Ge- 
P/ 7 agg, © chan nar oo ie are = en. 
® In Catalog, TN More particular} 
five ley roy cnquneny deeds abit 
of ry ont one —_— the Ads of g ſreas 
anot eter s Goſpel, the third re 
any yk ® Fre ens wo] 
ANW owns to 
And Exſebus tells of a "ado ry (or arora 
ole x and Apion far he lon from 


pu 3 ; V7 he) came forth but 

day r Sr. Clement , never ance bear 
former Ages. Nor is there ſcarce any thing more frequent 
in the Fathers, than hire omen Books, 
Interpolations and Forgeries made 1n their Works, or 
thoſe of their A Hereticks of one fort or other. 

* Lib, Ca.22. Thus Di tonyfrus of Corm! = 4 bewails, That 


the 


les Satan bad 
7. = yl his perm CONS he hy, and aldeg 
thers, And hence it is, that man 
Nas of Orthod Fark and ined je WE 
eoSatrot tw her (ey Penn's yen to whom ey 


conk6'd not to have 


Penn'd by thoſe to whom 
under ther Names. real 


(51) 
\ Since therefore ſuch i# praffices were rife ſocarly, We 
muſt not take. all for G»/d that Gliſters with the Gloſs of 
iquity ; but make uſe of the Towchfone of Judgment 
to between Adulterate and GenuineRecords.t 
there were then people of ſo much Confidexce and (o little 
Conſcience, as to ſo many falſe Beots in St. Peter's 
Name, and Father their own Dreams on that Bleſſed Apo- 
ſtle, much more credible it is, That falſe Reports and 
Rumours ( which in time gain'd the venerable Name 


of Traditions, eſpecially amongſt 
——_— x chem) the place, ti 
parts time 
EE CITES 
a tion, or probability only, c fatto, true: 
For all x4 Authors vouch'd in tho Diſpute by the Roma- 
;' 1. Some that, 


on 
Peter 


their 


the 
Text, 


Sts 


to be Ferer's next and immediate 


s. 
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rn a 
as it was to 
the ableſt Romans 


of Papias. 3. Ege» 
famous, 
the 


Peri & Pauli; and was 
Papras was 
wel ld in 
Tranſlation, adds further 


) in the Bibliotheca Pa: 
it, cannot but 


And therefore I think 


one 


| place ſo, becauſe I 
'd to be wrote by Lines 


fe 


tis cenfurd by 


: 


ve it behev 
intituled de pa 
d (if 1 miſtake not 


Th) b 
4-E-471 34 > 
243E 1, Si; 


E: 
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23S 


4- 
As for the fr 
rſos 1n hus 


they would ha 
SPLITS 


Cabs Remnence fall of Filtions and 


, the Ancients, © 


trum) ; But whoever 
themſelves * to be a Counterfeit ; 


Succeſſor ) it is 
yg 


Appus. 


($33) 
Text, That he was 4 perſon mef excellently 5kilfd in the 
a——_y 2 ERIE all this com- 
mendation apias is a Forgerys Enſebius is corrupted, 
Ceres Pal ne. > mn eg 

for what end) IS 
tus was dead ; which [ prove by the 
1. Rufus who tranſlated Ea Prncn—— 

in that place, has only tg ee Bow 


riſbed AP pI 28 
ro STS that rb of hin 


w ad eons cmnace is Beſides wr ns we juſtly 
conclude that ancyently it was not there, ſince no Rea- 
ſon can be Aſſigned w why Ruffnus ſhould omit it. 

2. Valefrus, a very Learned Reman Catholick, who laſt 
publiſh's Euſebius, confeſſes, that of y'or 4 Greek Ma- 
nuſcripts of Eaſebius, which he made uſe of in his Edi- 
tion, not any of them had that commendation of Pa- 

pias : And — ——_ but» thoſe words 
rn added __ Scholiaſt contrary to the 

Eufſebins [ Now dubito quin hec 
verba ab Im Jo _ iafte adjefta ſunt preter Enſebii 
mentem & ſententian-—-Valel. in Not. ad L. 3. Exſeb. 
ca. 36.) For. 

3- The Addition of theſe Words ( as the fame Learned 
man obſerves ) makes Euſebius write Nonſence and 
contradict himſelf, by Papias a moſt Learned 
man, and mift 1&il7' d in the Scriptures ; of whom in the 
ſame Book, he fays, That he was a Rude and fimple 
wen of very little wit and Ge, of whech 

ſeveral Inſtances : So much for the Forg 
2. Or fend berecieg rouching Papias, ſhall be, at 
he is faid to A to, or tamiliar with Pol _ 


fu ; _— 


v 


to Barenius, ſuffer'd 
tyrdom in [5 wp mp boy nay wort rk 


was places Pers Maryndom, Anno Chr. 69. So that Foie bara dem, Jun 


3. Since none of Papiar's Books are Extant, w 
——— — — —— 5, it 
il] be requiſite ro remark what Character Euſebizs, who 

$ him on the Stage, gives of him; which in brief is this-- 
: he was one that neither heard nor ſaw any of the 
* Apoſtles, but reccived what he heard from their followers, 
* as Ariſtoand Jobs (not the but) a certain Elder. 
© That he thought he could not benefit ſo much by reading 
* the Scriptures as by Conference with men that had been 
* acquainted with the Authors of them. That he was fo 
* little acquaimted with the Scri that he miſtoak cha? 
** Philip whoſe Daughters were Propheteſſes,to be Philip the 
« Apoſtle [when the Text, had he read or remembred it cx- 
Jays, It was Philip the Deacon] © That he had, by fuch 
Traditions,ftrange Parables and Preachings of our Bleſſed 

* Saviourand other things very Fabaulcas ; « ſt the reſt 
* advanc'd the Hereſy ot _ the Millewaries ; and rhat he fell 
* into thoſe Errors through and not underſtand- 
* ing aright thoſeNarrations that were told him as fromthe 
* Apoſtles ; That he a certain Hiſtory of a 
« Woman accuſed before Chriſt of many crimes written in 
< the Goſpel according to the Hebrews [which was a coun- 
* terfeir]. In fine, That he was a —_—_ little wit, or _ 
« judgment, as appear'd by his Books ; yet gave unto di- 
_ jos Eccleſiaſtical Writers occaſion ©+* Error, who re- 
« pected his Antiqfiry, fee Eaſeb. L 3. c. 22. 35, 39+ and 


ph I. 3. C. 20. 
you have both the Genias or Hamor of the Man, 


eaſy ro be impeſed upon, taking up things by Hear-lay ; 
one that was not aſham'd to own, That 


w 


TY 


Oral Tradition more than S$criptares, 
that is, That ro to the Stories and Zales of private 
fallible perſons (in matters of Religion) was more 


cial than to ſindy 


the Sacred Oracles of God penn'd by Di- 
inſpired infallible 


vinely and able" ro make the mar 
of God perfelt in all good works ; one of ſmall and 
who embrac'd Fables, Hereſies and Counterfeit : As 
alſo you are told the bad effefts of all this, viz. That he mif- 
led many ſubſequent Eccleſiaſtical Authors into Error, pay- 
ing too great & reverence to his Antiquity, without due 
enquiry into the Truth of his Aſſertions, or Examination of 
the Grounds whereon he delivered them. 

Now ſince ſuch a pans was the firſt that i»/rmuated Pe- 
ter's being at Reme ( for 1 do not findThat he plainly affr-1v'd 
it (nuchlefs that Perer was Biſhop there) only inferr'd it 
wi ing Babylew in St. Peter's Epiſtle to ſignify Rome 

if, iy, fied as any woes the firſt (as for ought appears he 
was) that ever intimated any ſuch thing, how far either his 
Talk, or that of thoſe that relate it after him, is to be valued, 
I leave the intelligent Reader to judg ; ſince nothing is 
more common in Fifforics, than for miſtake arm. to 
draw others into error ; and that this Papias aQually did 
miſlead many, we have the home Teſtimony of Euſchins 
before recited z and why not in this buſineſs of Peter's being 
&t Rome, as well as in that of the Millezxary Reign, Tc 2 
Nay rather in the former than the latter, ſince good inno- 
cent men were more like to ſwallow this report of an indif- 
ferent matter of fait (as they could not bur apprehend this 
of Peter's Writing from Reme, to be, not imagining what 
fine conſequences after-times would rhence derive) than to 
entertain a Doctrinal point withour Examination, and to be 
more eaſily inveiged into a miſtake in Hiſtory, than into 
Hereſy ; for under no better figure was that opinion of the 
Chiliaſts, look'd in fi ing Ages, tho for ſome time 
on the credit of the faid Papias receiv'd ( or at leaſt unop- 

H+ poſed ) 


156) 
poſed) by nd a few Fathers of the Churct#-So much con- 
ing Papias, who (tor ought I know) might in the main 
be a very honeſt well-meaning man, though miſled by un- 
warrantable reports, and a not according to know- 
ledge. Nor ſhould I thus bave repeated his Failures (which 
I charitably hrpe God has forgiven ) did not the umpor- 
tunity of ſome People, vapouring with his Name and Au- 
thority, render theſe Reflections neceſlary. 

Of Egeſippu. As for Egefippas, when he lived is doubtful, ſome ſay a- 
bout the Year 101. others 145. others 170. but this is cer- 
tain, That what we have now abroad in his Name, could 
not be wrote by the ſame Perſon whom Exſebizs mentions 
L 4.c. 8. For whereas he is faid to have his Books 

= out of the Goſpel ſtandam Hebravs (rhe beſt of their 
| Vouchers you fee followed counterfeit Goſpels] and wrote 
Commentaries of the DoAtrine and Ads of the Apolſties,and 
that too in a plain homely file, as St. Hierom notes; this 
counterfeit Egefippus affefts a very loſty Phraſe, and affords 
us only five of the deſtruction of Jeraſa/em, out of 
Toſephus ; and particularly makes mention of the City of 
Conſtantinople, a _ oo known in the Ce) the 
t Conſtantine, w inning to Reign (alone) but in 
the Year 327. cauſed Byzantium to be ie ſo; therefore 
the Writer thereof, whoever he was, muſt of neceſſity live 
near 200 Years, if not much mare, after that good man 

in whoſe name they would obtrude it. 

Of the Decre-= We come now to the decreral Epiſtles ; afid indeed were 

al Epittes. theſe Genuine, they would not only diſpatch the Buſineſs 
of St. Peter's being Biſhop of Reme, but of the Popes Supre- 
macy too, and many other of their modera Articles of 

Faith. But touching ſuch Epiſtles, we ſhall briefly obſerve ; 

1. What they are, and when, and by whom firſt Midwiv'd 
Gmcatratiog (as I ap- 


into the World. 2. Offer Reaſons 
prehend) that they are generally ſparions. 3, Recite the 
ſubſtance of rwo of ther more peculiarly relating _ 
preſent 


('s7] 
ſerit A with w_ ws mn" ry Po thereon. 

wy Theſe Decretal Epiſtles why 6 wppoſed ike P Aut ho- What they 

ritatroely written « uh emergent 75 %; Primitroe 

ne ad of Rene, Degpnnrgyy Wh a (one of Peter's 

pretended immediate Bning nn) CO mere 

five; four in the name of Anacletus, two of Alexander's, 

three of Sixtzr's, and fo downwards, ſometimes one, ſore-, 

rimetimes two, ſometimes three, from every ſucceedi 

—_ of Reme for the firſt 300 Years, and further. 

Alt which Epiſtles came firſt abroad about the Year of 
our Lord 790. under the Title of A Colleltion of Councils 
and Dom Epiſtles, pretended to be made by {fidore Bi- 
ſhop of Hiſpal/rs (that is Sevil) in Spain, with a Preface in 
his Name, wherein he declares that he collected the fame 
by the Advice of fourſcore Biſhops. 

But the truth is, to make the- picce uniform, not only The Collech. 
the materials are Forgeries, but the Colletion it (elf, and | m—_— 
its Author are Counterfeits ; for although there were ſuch erfeic. 

a man (and of eminent note in the Church) as /{dore Bi- 
ſhop of Sevil, yet he could not be the Author of this Colle- 

tion and CC, as —f at large by Blonde/ in his 

Book Intituled P ſends Frdorns, or Turrianus V apulans, w here 

® he obſerves, that thoſe that write of Ifidore's Death, at * * Pſeudo If 
higheſt, fix it on the Year 647. as Vaſes in his Chronicle ; <P: *- 

ot on the Year 643. as | Rodericas Teletamss ; or on the 4 Hy ore 1.2% 
Year 635. as the proper office of the Saints of Spain ; or laſtly, © * 

on the Year 636. as Redemptus Diaconus , who ſaith he was 
himfelf an Eye-witneſs of Ifdore's Death ; and with whom 
agree Baronixs and many others of the beſt Learned Roma: 
niſts ; fo that the ſame is the common 

Now this counterfeit /fdore, that is, the Prefacer in /#- 
dere's Name before this Colleftion, makes mention of Pope 
Agathe, who came oot into the Chair until the year 679, 

* which muſt be about 4o. years after Ikdere's Death ; 
low which of the befpre-cited Authors you pleaſe. And Pane” 


* See Onoghr, 


© Vide Raven. 
on Notes Mar- 
tyroleg. ad 4 
Apr. 


Baron. Anno 
Ciriſt. $65. 
N, $. 


+ De Roman 
Ponrif, L2. 
cap. 14. 


(Bom a! 
Ann $5. N. 
$:6.7.8. 


( 58] 


«tilks of the 616 Oecumenical Council, which was the 34 
of Conſtantinople, held An. Dom. 68 1. Nay, writes of Boui- 
face of Meats, ſlain (as Barenizs obſerves) in the year 755, 
long after himſclf was in his Grave. 

Hence the Kmaniſts themſelves cannot about this 
Authors Sirname, ſome call him Ikdore Pacenſs, others 
Ifdore Mercator * the Merchant ; and others Iffdore Pecca- 
tor, the Sinner, which Addition they fay he aſſum'd out 
of Humility. 

Beſides, ſoon after the ſaid Colletion peep'd abroad, 
not only Aincmaras Archbiſhop of Rhemes, one of the Lear- 
nedeſt men of that time, wrote againſt it, but the Gene» 
_ of the French Biſhops about the year 865, oppoſed ir, 
a 4A ch» beginning to be 
ſold) not have the force of Cavons, becauſe they were 
not contain'd in the Authextick Code, or Book of 
tormerly known. | 

Reflarmin confelles . + That Errors are crept into theſe 
Epiſtles, and that he dare not ſay, they are Indubitable ; yet 
hopes to excuſe all by ſaying, That he doubts not at all but 
they are very ancient, But what imports i how old they are, 
if they are not ſo old as they pretend to be; nor wrote 
thoſe whoſe names bear ? As if an o/d Deed being 
ed into queſtion, and the matter of Fat made undeniable, 
that it was a Fi . he that holds his Poſſeſſion by it, 
ſhould fay, It has Interlined indeed, and corrupted in 
many places, nor was it ſigned or ſealed by the perſon that is 
named s party therounte, nor i thee preteace the ſame 
Witnelles, but yet I hope you will credit it ir favour of my 
Title, for I am confident 'tis very of ; who would not 
ſmile at ſuch an Advocate ? 


Baronias, who faw mere clear rye ry mar 
andthaw teach icocer fork tre hanp Forgeries derect- 
ed in this Learned Age, would reflet on the Contrivers and 
Abrerachnowiedges,” That this Compilament was wngy 


(59 ] 
father'd upon Ifdore of Fiſpals, and that all thoſe 
ſYes of the Roman _ rom St. Peter down to Siricwus 
that is, till the are juſtly ſaſpetied unarnyng (Fr calls 
Infirm, 4 gn, and —_ 
move the ſcandal of f wm Ho the Clurch of 
tells us, They were fir Facle out of ng a France 
one Riculphus in the time of Charlemai 
he) may flanderoofly ſay the Church of eigned "= 
AEOIIEnY were Ay vs wy in Spain, the 
Church of Reme may ſtill not unjuſty labounr des a ſuſpi- 
tion of having an hand in the intrigue, if we conſider, firſt, 
That the main drift of theſe Epiſtles i$ ro advance her F/o- 
nowr:Now if = moſt plain it i) chey are Forged, Cui Bon 2 
. Who ſhould do it but they, whoſe intereſt alone is thereby 
> 2dly, That when Hincmarus ſed them, he 
was by the Biſhop of Reme ſo rigorou "_ t with,thar 'ris 
faid he was forced to retrad. - 3dly, t when Benediftns 
Levita had out of them e Canons, being conſcious 
how weak their credit was, he faced, and cally obtain'd to 


[74 


have the fame Confirm'd by the Popes Antbority : * So that if * Baron. ibid. 
they were not Originally underhand His Holineſſes Natural * 7: 


Children, the rn Fo at leaſt became His by Adoption. 

- Thus much touching the Author of this Colletion ; and 
indeed to ſhgw the Epiſtles themſelves to be torgerics, or of 
no Credit, we need go no further, having provedthat they 
were handed into the World by- a Counterfeit ; For what 
need falſe Lights, where the Wares are not Braided > Why a 
Vizard in an affair otherwiſe fo ſafe and honourable, if no ill 


intrigue on foot -However | will add ſome further Reaſons 
taken from the ſubject Matrer, Phraſe, Abſurdities, and late 
appearing of theſe which to me are Invincible Ar- 


guments, That they are ſpurious. 


rt. As to their Matter or 
written in the moſt Primitive Ages ( 7 ne rien Kits = 


ſome of the Apoſtles, at leaſt St. Jobs, were yeralve) b by w be 
oly 


Ei. 


i= 
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Holy men zealous of Gods Glory and the good of Souls, 
living under aflitions and dreadtul Perſecutions,ſcarce one 
of them but was a Martyr for the Goſpel : Now if ſuch men 
had indeed left behind them any Letters or written Me- 
moirs ſurviving the fury of their Pagan Enemies, to our 
times,there is no doubt but we ſhould there find the ſweet 
Breathings of the Spirit of Meekneſs, the Myſteries of the 
Goſ; ods infinite Love to miſerable mankind, manifeſted 
in the Incarnation and Suffering of the Bleſſed Jeſus for 
their Redemption, and the Terms of the Salvation thereby 
purchaſed, freely offered to Sinners : We ſhould obſerve the 
moſt ng exhortations to Repertance, Folineſs,and new- 
neſs of Life; The grand concernments of Religion, Faith 
in Chriſt, Mortification, Self-denyal, Contempt of the World 
and all outward Grandexrs,and ſuch like truely Chriſtian Du- 
ties every where ſcriouſly inculcated : But of all this in 
theſe Epiſtles there is A/ram Silentium, their drift looks not 
that way; they forget the ſtate of the Church in that time, 
handle nothing of ing of the neceſſary Office 
of the Miniſters,nor main Dutics of Chriſtian People,nor in- 
deed any thing elſe fuitable unto that Age, or much worth 
conſideration ; For their main buſineſs every where a | 
to be by wreſting of Scriptures, falſifying enkes ao ces 
indirect means to advance and lead to the ſupport- 
ing or ſpreading the Honour, the Pomp and Erffpire of the 
See of Rome. Thus Anacletas in his firſt Epiſtle is brought 
in Clolling thoſe Wand of Cr, The thu Rock (that is, 
upon the Church of Rome) 7 will build my Church ; And in 
the 3d Epiſtle, The Church of Rome us the Hinge and Head 
of all Churches ; for as the door is turned about on the Hinge, 
ſo all Churches are ruled by the Authority of this Holy See ; 
and (not to be tedious in numerous laſtances) the of 
all is, That all thoſe good bumble men, whoſe Names are a+ 
buſed to theſe Letters, are made to fay of themſelves this 
much, We are the Univerſal Biſhops, We are the Heads ve 
9 


[6] 
whole Church ; rom all Plac whe to Lye be 
C Appeals (rom aguyFoges tye 


fore us. We cannit Err, We may net be ; for tt is 


written, The Diſciple is mt abroe bis Mgter, 8c. Can any 
man perſwade himſelf, that thoſe godly Fathers that were 
daily in jeopardy of their Lives,and put to Deach for Preach: 


ing, and the Chriſtian Religion, which condemns 
ing more than Pomp, vain-Glory and Ambition, had ei- 
ther Leiſare or uclination to write Letters up and down the 
World fdl'd with fuch /mpoſthrmared Extravagancies ? 
2. The file of theſe Letters is remarkable as well as their 


matter ; t] uo penuaded 00 be dgmany written is Loa 
tine, and why not, if from Biſhops of Rome, whoſe mother 
Tongue was at that time Lative, and that too not yet de+ 
generated, but famous for its ney ; and underſtood 
through a very part of the known World + But 
in theie Decreals, inſtead of the purity of the Romav Phraſe, 
you ſhall familiarly encounter fuch exprefiians as theic, Per- 
ſecutiones patienter portare ; Petout prome Orare debeas; E- 
prſcopr Obediendi ſunt, non Infidiandi. Ab tilis ones Chriſt ani 
fe Cavere debent,&c. Wherein there is nothing of the Con- 
gruity ar Natwral Idiom of the Latine Tongue: And ſhall 
werthink that for 300 years and more, there was not ove Bi- 
ſhop of Reme that could write true Latinat a time when the 
common people there, Men, Women and Children did f 

the ſame as their common Language 2 It wa Text of the 


Papes own Law * Falla Latinitas vitiat Reſcriptum Pape, * Eqarav. de 
Falſe Latin {poils the Popes own Bull or Writ ; if fo , the Reſcriptis; Ad 


Credit of theſe is gone : faded ther Voice bewrays them, 
and ſhews they were Coyn'd in 2 far latter Age, when after 
the Gathic Incurfiens into Italy, Barbariſms had overran the 
Romas 7 ongac as wdll as ceror and ambrtion the RomanChurch. 
3. The abfarditics and-falle Chronology of theie Epiſtles 

ms them to be Antedated and Spurious ; as 

St. Clemens informs St. James of the manner ot Sr. 
Peter's Death, yet it is as certain as any thing we have of 
thoſe times, and St. Clemens undoubtedly knew it, That 

| 


James 


h 
« 


itly etch, That all Biſhops" once year do wifi 
the Threſhold of St. Peter's Church at Rome | Limina Petri) - 
rouching which, beſides the abfurdiry of fuch an injunction, 
whereby moſt part of the Biſhops throughout the World, 
muſt have ſpent all their rime in to and fro to 
Rome, 'tis obſervable, rhat there was not nor for a 
time after any Church built there in the Name of $t. Petey. 
Zepherinus( x. Yaith, That Chriſt commanded his 4ps- * 
files to appoint the 72 Diſciples,but St. Zate,Ch. x0. teſti 
That Chrift himſelf appointed them. Autherxs (Ep. 1. )makes 
mention of Eu/ebius Bi of Alexandri of Felix Bi- 
of Ephefus, yet was neither Exſebias nor Felix cither 
Biſbop, or Born all the time that Antherss lived. Fabianus 


writes of the coming of Nevates into /taly,yer 'tis clear by 
St. Cyprian and Eaſebins, That Nevaras came firſt into /taly 
in the time of | Cormelizs who ſucceededed this Fabianxzs. 
Marcellinus (io 2.4d Oriental) faith, wo the Emperor 
ht mot preſume to attem th mt the Goſpel, yet 
CT ECIENS _ the 
Goſpel. Marcellzs writes to an Heathen T 
him very gravely with the authority of St. Clement, And 
whereas $t. Lake, Ch. 3, ſers forth how Jobs adviſed the Sol- 
dicrs to be content with their Pay, Melriades quite alters the 
ſtory,and names Chriſt inſtcad of Jobs ; divers the like In- 
congruities may y be met with in theſe Epiſtles, 
4. If theſe Letters had been real, Where did they lye hid 
4 Or 500 yearsor upwards + Who after ſo long a burial was 
TT —————— 
par nem ur 1 phe rg reac po 
by no can whoyn a corner of SpaiwtTis . 
evident, neither St. Jerome, or Gennadrus, nor Damaſas, nor 
" any Ancient Father ever alledged any of them, and conſe- 
quently we may conclude knew nothing of them. - 
| ay, 
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of Reme never infiſted upon them, 

le . bl, tor pl b 

— 418. uw Biſhops (a- 
INT 


poker 
w ve 
the Cornlol Corte ” 

W r r ine Was One pre- 
zxended Cans of Con of Nice, fone thither by 2s 
was then Pope, to give colour of Right 'to his receiv- 


ing of Appeals from Foreign Provinces, were detected /o be 
forged, and fo the claim ot the Biſhop of Rewe rejected, and 
his Ambition and ill practice ſmartly reproved by Letrers, 
us by the Aits of the ſaid Council yet extant, appears, Now 
had Zetimus known or dreamr of fuch a number of Decre- 
rals fentabroad by his wherein their Right of 
Univerſal Head(bip, Appeals, &c. was o plainly derived and 
aſlerred all along dows from St. Peter himſelf, and that not 
by the Canm of any Council, but by Divine Right, 
undoubtedly he would have or reterr'd unto them, 
rather than ſtoop to ſo poor and ſhametul a Gift as that of 
two counterfeit Canons. But that may the better 
of the Genius of theſe Epiſtles, I ſhall here 
you with the cffe&t of two of them , which parrti- 

cularly relate to our preſent ſubject. 


The firſt a Le be wro Cle 
a Letter pretended to be wrote by Sr. mans 4 Leer from 


to St. Fames, wherein an account is undertaken to be gi 
of Peter's laſt wrds, and how he ot pra 
coma Solengftn nviich, cog 
as from Se. Peter's mouth, concerning the Dignity and Ex- 
cellency of the Raman Chair, he proceeds thus, © When he 
* [St. Peter) had faid rheſe things in the midſt before them 
” all, he put his hands on me, and compelled me (wearied 
* with ſhamefacedne6) to fit in his Chair, and when I was 
© fat, | beſcech thee (faid he) O Clement! That aſter (as the 
* Debt of Nature is ) I have ended this preſent Life, thou 
* wouldeſt briefly write to James the Brother of our Lord, 
* after what fort thou haſt been a Companion unto me from 


* the beginning even to the end of my Journey; and my 
l z * As, 


James. 


A Fergery. 


[ 6] 


«* Ats,and follictitous Hearer, thou haſt raken 
<« from me, dif; all che Cirics,and what in 
* all my ing was the Order both of my Words and 


« Ations ns alſo End (hall find me in this City. All theſe 
* things write unto him ; Nor fear rhar hit will be roo much 
* grieved at my End,fince he will not doubt tur I endure ir 
* tor the ſake of Piety;but it will be a great ſolace to him to 
* learn that no awttil/al man, or unkarncd and ignorant of 
© the Diſcipline of Eccteſmſtical Order, hath undertaken my 
© Chairp+- Wherefore my Lord James, when | had received 
* theſe Preceprts from him, 1 it necefhary ro fulfil what 
* he cormanded,Ge. And fo goes on to rell St, Fames he had 
there ſent hitn the-whole Fory of Peter's Preaching under 
the Title of the Jrewerary (or Journies )of Clement; For fo he 
fays St. Peter order'd him to call it. 

Now not to infiſt on the matrer of this Epiſtle,there are 
two Conſiderations befides, which 1 conceive very clearly 
demonſtrate it to be « Forgery. 

r. That this very Book call'd the /riverary(amongſt other 
Writings aſcribed to Clement )was by Pope Gelafius, Anne 494. 
Condemn'd as aforeſaid, Therefore he did not beticve ths 
Epiſtle to be writren by Cirment ; for it he had, he would un- 
doubtedly have received the /rmmerary with Reverence, ſince 
ht could not imagine ſo Holy a Man wonld have given © 


therctore 930m ap pm tgmon ect 5 
rnb cf preg , Chant w recommend it; 
for if the former be Apocryphal, the larrer muſt needs be 
Counterfeit. 


>. By the Teſtimony of St. Hicreom, and current ſtream 
wry 1 > mn ten) 1g) a 
beve lus rs commauracated, Was in the 7th 
year of Nere,wheress they fay Peter ſuffer'd nor till the 14. 
year of of that Tyrant;o that Clemenr muſt write to « Per- 


ton 


[ *5'] 
foo that wis dead 7 before. more,this- beitig rec- 
kon'd aDecretal Epidlejand the mY part of their Authors 


not placing Clement aQtually in the Chair till after Lixus and Vide Plarin, 


Cletus(of whom they fay one fat above 11 yearsand the o- 

—_ 12) this muſt be wrote above 30-years after Sr. 

James's death;tor tho Clement might at any time write as E- 

piſtle,yer he conld not write a DecretalEpiſtle till hewas Pope. 
Another of theſe Epiſtles notably relating to our preſent 

baſines, is in the name of Cornelius Biſhop of Rome in the 

year 254. Which is publiſhe amongſt the reſt of the Decretal 
iſtics in theſe words : 


* Cornelius Biſhop of Rome to his dear and moſt beloved A Decreral E- 


« Brethren, the Sons of the Holy Church of God, and to all 
* them that ſerve our Lord in the right Faith, 

* Conſidering the Benevolence pd (pn becauſe 
« ye are Lovers of the Apoſiles, hold their Faith and 
« Doctrine, 1 determined to write unto you, (THE LORD 
* BEING 7 HE AUTHOR) ſome of thoſe things, which are 
« the Lond adifling by the MER/7S of the Apoſtles wer 
© the | $ were 
* lately done ST_T the Church of Rowe, or, arc 
* now in doing, becauſe Charity Zing, I beheve,with 
* Fatherly Grace, ye willingly receive the WRITINGS OF 
THE APOSTOLICAL SEE, and perform THE COM:- 
* MANDMENTS OFTHE SAME andREFOTCE INTHE 
* ENCREASES thereof : Becauſe whoſoever engrafts him- 
« ſelf in the Root of Charity,neither fails of Greatneſs, nor 
* becomes void of Frait, ne. «her does he by Love loſe the 
* efhicacious work of fruitfulnels ; for Charity it ſelf does 
« exerciſc the hearts of the Faithful,corroborates their ſences 
CR ne 
hile irs is ro nouriſh Con- 
_— — diflevered, 
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* Wherefbre I'beſecch you to Rejoyre with us, becauſe 

* the entreaty of « certain devout Woman and moſt N 
59a * Matron Lacina the Bodies of Peter and Paxl were lifted our 
euwbe for cs, © Of the Catatumbir * And firſt of all the Body of the bleſſed 
tarmbe uw *©* Paul was Carried with lence, and pur mthe Grounds of 
vere written ) & the foreſaid Matron in the Offienfias way (or Street) near 
lick Vauins,or T0 that fide where he was beheaded:Burt afterwards we re- 
vader. ground * ceived the Body of the bleſied Peter,7he Prince of the Apo- 
pms * les, and decently placed it near the place where he was 
dies ; fee a © Crucified the Bodies of the Holy Biſhops. in the 
handſome _ * Temple of Apollo, in the Golden Monntain,in the Vatican of 
mn os 7 ® Nero's Palace, the third day of the Calends of Faly + Pray: 

thoſe other © ing God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that theſe his Hol 

— « potife Interceeding, he would purge away the ſpots 
in Dr.Baraer's © Of our ſins, and keep you in his will alt che days of your 
Leners ; who © lives,and make you to perſevere in the fruit of good works; 
they could nor © but fee that you Rejoyce together for theſe things,becauſe 


be the work- * the Holy Apoſtles themſelves do alſo Rejoice for 
manhipofthe « your joy.Praiſe ye God always,and he ſhall be glorified in 
Primutive 


Chriſtians for © you :- For it is wratren, What ſhall I return nate the Lord for 
the beſtowing © aff that be hath returned to me 71 will tate up the Cup of 
p— the bodies & Salvation and cal apmn the name of the Lord. 

yrs a+ is commonly ſuggeſted and inrimared here by this bur rather were cut 
out from the rt of the Cry for the common | of the Ancient Hes- 


hens, eſpecially the Vuigar Slaves, fc. 1 June the 29th. 


This Epiſtle is a Quiver whence the Modern Church of 
Rome can draw ſeveral Arrows to ſerve her turn ; Here is 
Worſtipping of Relicks intimated, Merit and Intercefton of 
Saints owned ; the willingneſs of all Chriſtians o 2g0 
to obey the Commands of the Biſhops of Rome, ; as 
alſo Peter's being, Prince of the Apoſtles, and how much it 
concern'd all Sons of the Church to rejoyce for the removal 
of his Corps from one Grave to another. | 
Proved to. be But that the fame is wholly a Fergery, beſides what 
a © orgery. wc 


- 0 _ 


Epiſtles ' in general, 
and waving concrired Phrate 
of this in particular, we need but Animadvert, That 'tis fup- 
poſed to be written by Cornelins,who they fay was Biſhop of 
Rome, Anno Chr. 254. which happens to be a time wi 
that cruel Tyrant, Decizs,was andinthe very midſt 
of the 7th Perſccution,one of the that ever Harraſs'd 
the Church from Heathen hands : Now during that Zforr+ 
ble florm, when no Chriſtian could a at without 
certain yo _ his Life, Who can 1magine this Biſhop ſo 
much at leiture asto write Letters to all che W ring 
them 40 rejoyce for the removal of 2 parcel of Bowes, as one 
of the unportant Adventures, or ſingular Bleſſings of 
that Age + What probability is there why Madam Lacina, 
in that diſmal time, ſhould attempt to diſquiet the Apoſtles 
duſt,and bring both her ſelf and all other Chriſtians then ar 
i edible thee the Bandien of the Apeiles, foppoding they 
Th t the Bodies of the A 
could be found after nigh 200 years private Burial, thould 
however be then removed and imerrd fo glori » How 
the Chriſtian Biſhops of Reme even in the height of Pages- 
iſmand Idolatry, came to be buried in the 7emple of Apollo? 
ar how Peter could be laid in ſo many places at once, wir. 
amongſt the Biſbops of Rome, in the Temple of Apollo, in the 
Golden Mountain, and in the Vatican of Nere's 2? 

Ms, _— ro —— of the Fraud, Bizizs, tho = 

n this Epiſtle very formally as a Record, as hi 

Predeceſfors in that kind had done Loring rells-us, 
That thu Frory of the Tranſlation of the Apoſtles Benes which 
it attributes to Cornelius, ſeems to be an Error crept in from a- 
mongft the reſt of the Miſtakes of the Pontifical attributed to 
Pope Damalus ( who lived above 100 years after this Corne- 
lins )For mare trucly(faith he ibis Tranſlation happen'd in the 
firſt Age @ little after their Paſſſon ; for which he cites St. 
Gregory the Pope, who lived long after both the other oy 


1 


Of Clomrns. 


Of Abdger, 


® In Rrcops. 
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Sorhar it ferms amongſt chem 'tis no ſtrange matter for 
2 Prior Anthor to ſack in Errors from « latter, and yer for 
a wdera Aurhors Teſtnnony to overthrow that of others 
more Ancient, and therelore more Authentick, one would 


think (in-a marrer of Fact relating to their own times, or 


much nefrer them ) than himdelt. 

But this mention of the Pontifical, brings into my mind 
2 or 3 other pretended Ancient Authors whom | had almoſt 
forgor, that are ſometimes alledged to prove St. Peter's be- 
ing at, and faffering in Reme, viz. Clement's Conſtitutions and 
Recognitions, St. Alia ,and the ſaid Pont rfical. Bur all theſe 
may 1n a few words be diſpatch'd; for as for thoſe two Books 
of Clements, they are by rhe moſt Learned 
Romani/ts tobe Coanterfeit, or dubaous ; and his Recognitions 
is ſaid to be the fame rhat is otherwiſe call'd his /rmerary, 
Condemn'd by Gelafrus. St. Abdias of the Lives of the Apo- 
files was firſt found out, and fer forth by one Wolphgenrus 
Zatiug not very many Years ago, and the Work ſhow#ie bf 
tw be vain and fifitins ; Informch that Beflarmin * faith of 


' that and the Epiſtles of Martial ( called the Apoſtle of 


France ) Citantar a nobis, quanrou non Iqworemus cor Li 
mu offc tate Auttoritatis wt in is Dograte fundari ; 
They are Cited dy us, the we are act Ignorant that theſe Books 
are mot of fach Authority that any certain opinions can thereon 
be gronnded---Burt if they know them to be of no Authority, 
Why do they Cite them ? Canſa patet, 


Ofthe Poneifi- Touching the Ponrifical( Liber Pontificalt in Latine or the 
Cal. 


Book of rhc Popes ) it is prezended to be written by Dome- 
ſour (who was Biſhop of Reme, Ann. 369. ) deſcribing the 
Acts of the Biſhops of Rome from Pope Peter downwards. 
Emins uffords us this Note, That Demaſas did not write it, 
but rather it @s PR [Confarcinatus eſt} by drvers An 
thors ns may be proved $0” res ye in every Popes 
Life, it coatzmsthings contradifttory and cha one with 
anather ; ſec alſo Barons, Anne 69. N. 37. —__ 
1 
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rradfed Jn Scriprure, for fo 1 


_ the 


were 
fure at leaſt to 
a Rome and Biſhop there ſo many Years, which with all 
minute Circumſtances, is fo confidently affirmed by lefs 
* Learned Writers on ſuch ſuppoſed Teſtimonies of the An» 


CIcNTs. 


[ 70] 
Memments of the Ancients, becauſe they 


[acoberences of the Story. 2. Its anliteliboed from the ac- 


count gi Scripture. 
x. the Reader muſt be reminded, that the buſineſs 


CHAP. V. 


The improbability of Peter's oy Biſtep of Rome, argued 


from the Incoherences of 


thereof. 


Teſtimonies who write 


E have gone through the proofs offered for the affir- 


That Peter was at Rome and Biſhop 


render the 
which I ſhall reduce to two Heads x. The 


of Peter in Sacred 


i 
j 


5 #, 
W 


| 
: 


oY 


” 
ai 


1. 7.c 


| gy CL ' 7 
ram, it was in the 4/b ter of his Raign ; and fo fays Nas 
clerus ; Nay, upon my word, fays Paſchaftus de wit. ſaut?. 
it was inthe x TIES 

the Needle but not the Barn 0 
mgm 10g ODOnY 
preciſely the 18h Day of ; this you may be fure 
for the Church of Rome, that is, Pope Paul the 4b, as 


: 


5 


I 


(forſooth) as the year of our 1557. thought 

ry ck mn hy = +I 

may ice it fer down in the Ce 
accordingly you 


2. Queſtion. How 
NT EEICnT aſcicalus Temporam, 
Years 7 Days fays £ mm 
Years z Months and 3 Days, fays the Pontifical pre- 
to be written by Intallible Pope Damaſes—— But 
end ! if he came to Rome the 18th of January, 
Biſhop thereof 25 Years 2 Months and 3 
muſt be put to Death on the 2276 of March ; 


" 
wy 


[5 


4 
; 


25 
=p 
ral 
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EEE 


did Peter continae Biſbop of Rome > How long he 
Hierem, 1.9 faith Venerable Bede, Raid there ? 


\ fe rr A® 


| x 


T 
i 


'; 


the x3 

of Oftober, and on the 20th of being 
Peter 
were put to Death ( ) on 


the 22/6 of March, it 


What Year , 
Parr fuflred pygcy rtyr'd # 
REDIECINS Taw ch Bo neo 
Lord, ſays the Pontifical ; 317 Nicephorus ; no, 
69- 1s it was y 
ed wer coloebiriin os 


tell you how it was, fays Bimzius, it was the tame Day of the 
Month indeed, not the ſame 7ear. 

Well, but if one out-liv'd the other at leaſt a year, ſince 
Paul ſeems likeſt to be the ſurvivor, becauſe, as St. Peter 
was much the elder mas (for he was Marryed when firſt 
call'd to the 4 >, 0 gy ing of Sze- 


. be a man fo alſo if 
—_ Prace us: Apo, Sorergy eas ofthe art inns 


( 93) 

and Biſhop of he was on that account likeſt to incur 
of | fay, Paul did 

Tote ie RT Ft ow ge 


that Charge 

efnecially fince all Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians ſeem agreed, 
Se. J-bs (who is honoured with the Title of the 
Belrved Diſciple ) did furvive for many 5 ears after, and 
_—_—_— become inferiour to ſome one that was 

no 
But not only Prudentins tells us, That Pas! foffered 
a after Peter, but Abdiar ( one of our Adverfaries 
wW Authors ) avers it was two years after ; nay, it 
that be true, which the fame Abdias relates, That after 


dom of Peter and Paxl, foraſmuch as it is all Writers 
That Fax! ſuffered in the that is, the 


Of Peters 


[74] 
' 44 do. pot 16 Death, ( which muſt be at Je 
by bis perjwafion- four of the ſaid Agrip- 
any longer in wncbaſl 

life with the King, 1 

5. Queſtion.--- But who indeed war Peter's next and ine 
mediate Succeſſar ? 

Anſw. Linus a Tuſcan ( faith Platina ) for cleven Years, 
three Months, and rwelve Days; who was ſucceeded by 
Cletus 2 Roman, for twelve Years, one Month, and eleven 
Days ; after which the See was vacant ewenty Days, 
and then came Clement a Roman, who held it nine Years, 
rwo Months, and ten Days. And Bizias faith , that Li- 
us was Pope but eleven Years, 


manded Peter to. 
raſalem ) becauſe. 
pa's Concubjnrs refuſed 'to_ ite 


But the difference is not only in point of time of their 
ſeveral Pentificates (though yet a Days difference, where 
ſo great an exatneſs is is to diſcredit 
all the Relation ) but there is as much and De- 
bate in. the very order of Succeſſion. For Tertallian, Lib. 
RFInge and 3 floepen ths cgi of ala Foes 
Clement next and immediately after St. Peter. Cle- 
my FRE 5. y0u Sorin 22: hs ale aarnee tat 
{file in his Name to St. James) ayers that Peter moſt 
lemnly conferred that Dignity him ; nor does Plating 
or Ozupbrias forbear to = he Circumſiances thawed 
ſo that undoubtedly according to theſe Authorities he 
was the ,next Succeſſor. But yet Opratas ( 1b. 2. contr. 
Tong. Age (Epi 165, ) rank Linas next 
after Peter, and next not only Cletas, 


Anacletus, and 


after all theſe Clement as the fourth (or if you will in» 
clude St. Peter the fifth ) /rexess, lib. 3. cap. 3. tells us 
that Peter and Pax! Conſtituted Linas the frf# ( then 
Biſhop of Reme ; That Anacie- 
that Clemens was the —_ 


Peter was not the firſt 
MS ſucceeded hun, 


- _ — — AAA ——— 47 


Coadjurors to Rule the 
would he take upon himſelf the Biſhopric 
whence he was ſo often to be abſext, and 


ro 


Church 2 Or if he muſt have help, would not Pas ( 
leaſt after he came to Keowe ) have been om 
eter thought 


jutor as cither Linus or Cletms ? 


dinance, EI ITS EE Peter's Amtecedent 
Fat of admitting thoſe rwo his — |; 
not Clament declare fuch his th 
alive, that he night have 


and Confecrated 
another Succeſſor + Or why in his Letter to St. dors 
he not take notice h&aw, and on what ſcore he had declined 
that Ofhce, which Peter fo formally conferr'd upon him ? 
Or in a ward, If Peter did fo folemnly inveſt Clement with 
' the Government of the Church, and Inſtirute him 
Succeſſor by i on of Hands, and making him 


(77) 
That the two firſt Biſhops of Rome next after St, P«- 


ter were «»lavſel , 15 having no due Call or Titly, 
but guilty of Uſarpsti2n; from which no pretence of 
Clement's Humility can excuſe them ? For who Or- 
dain'd them? Or how could they duely become ca- 


pable of chat Dignity ? 


The Sixth Queſtion, WF Peter Biſbop of Antioch Whether Pe 


before he went to | ome 4 


rey fat Seven 


years at Ant;« 
«cb, before he 


Anſw». Yes, Seven years, ſays the Pontifical, and vt to Rmne 7 


ſo lays Plarini, and "tis the common Vogue of thouſe 
that mention his being at Rowe : But, Vo, ſays Onan. 
phrine, and as very warm in the point, Ad laitiem 
frennds Anni Imperii Clandi: Petrum Judes nungquan 
Exceſfiſſe ex Attn Aprftolorum & Panit Epiſtols 14 Ga 
lat as —— Apertiſſimee con tat ; idems in Chronico refert Enſee 
bims, + 190 alibi multis Rationibus —_ &c. That 
Peter mever flirr'd out of Tudea tilt the brgrnning of the 
ſecond yeay of the Rrign of Claudine, is moſt certain and 
evident from the Ads of the Apoſtles, and Panls Epiſtle 
to the Galatians: Fuſcbims 1% bis Chronicon aſſerts the 
fan ; and I ( forr be ) have proved it elſunbere by many 
Rraſins, Now in this ſecond year of Claudine, all the 
Aathors that m nl'n Peters bermg al Rome, affirm he 4Y- 
rived there 3 How thew could b» before that have ſat [e 
ven years as Biſhop of Antioeh * But frem the Tilti. 


mony of mott Antient Authors,” I (fays the ſaid Ona- 


phrims) have fertled the B« fin (s thus —*< That in the The Hiftor 
«« Tenth year after Chriſts Paſſion, (which was ſtill of Pucer, ac- 


** the Second of Clandizes, tho* towards the end of it) = "= 


he St. Peter after his deliverance out of Prifon, ha. 

« vying ſpent a year in Preaching along the ſeveral 

« Countreys in-his Journey towards Rome, did Ar- 
L 


*« rive 


(78) 
« rive at that City on the Eighteenth of TJaxaary : 
«From whence co the gs gx death was about 
« Twenty-five years. But four years aftgr, viz. the 
« Seventh of Clandixs, the Jews being baniſh'd by an 
« Edi, be was forced to leave Rove, and Returned 
* to Tiruſalem ; dzrippa, for fear of whom he fled out 
* of Jadea, being now dead : There he was preſent 
« at the Apoſtolical Council, and death of the BleC. 
© ſed Virgin; from whence, leaving the Apoſtle 
* James at Jeraſalem, he went to Antrech, and there 
* remained (even years, until the death of Claudiar, 
« and beginning ot the Empire of Nero, when with 
* Mark the Evangeliſt he Return'd to Rome, and Re-+ 
« Eſtabliſh'd the decaying Roman Church, appoiat- 
« ed Linw and Cletws his Suftragan-Bi or Dele- 
« cates, and Admoniſh'd Markt to write his Goſpel : 
« Afrer which, he Travell''d almoſt throughout all 
«4 Exrope, and Returning to Rowe with the Apoſtle 
« Paxl, when Nero was worrying the Chriſtians as 


« Authors of the great Conoflagration that oppened 
« there in the laſt year of his Reign, after he had 
«Choſen Clement to be Biſhop of Rome, was Cruci- 
© fy'd the 29th of Jane; Twenty-four years, five" 
« months, and twelve days after he firſt came to that 
« City under Clandias. 

This Account On»phrine ſays he has gathered our 
of abundance of moſt Ancient dAvthors, whom he 
cites; notrhat any one Mortal, Ancicat or Modern, 
before ws = woo _—_ y- - ; but this 
he ſuppoleth ma as only Expedient to 

Yer for all that, Bellarmine is fo far from Allow. 
ing the ſame, that with great pains he undertakes to 
Refute it ; and maintains, ** That Peter did nor re- 

main 


(79) 
« main full ave years after our 'Lords Aſcecaſoo in Ju. + + 
«4 4ze, before he went to _ Aarroch, where he was Bis 
©« ſhopnear Seven Years, end then ( and not before) 
« went to Rome. | 

1 ſhall-not undertake here to Umpire the Caſe be- 
tween theſe two Eminent  Aurhors ; Bur in another 
Chapter poſſibly make ic appear, That noe only 
ene, butboth of them may be miſtaken ; In the mean 
time by this brief ſtare of the Caſe, you cannot but 
ſce, that there is noone particular of the ſtory clear or 
crr24in but that the Witneſſes every where thwart and 
rrip up cach others Heels, and how hard rheir moſt 
Learned Advocates are forc'd to labour colourably to 
Reconcile them, yet can by no means agree in their 
Inventions for that purpoſe. - © 

From whence it will-not be difficult to collet what 
Judgment we are to make of che whole Story : For 
tis no Excuſe to ſay that their Diſagreemears are 
bur /mal, andonly ia Circumſtances ; for where there 
is every where ſuch a puntaal Exatneſs , 
as not only to years, but months- and days/ and yet 
all different from, and inconfiſteat with each other, 
'tis merhinks a great Argument that the Original Te- 
ſtimonies were all forged ; or at leaſt, that the ſeve- 
ral Authors took up their Stories on Truft, and them- 
ſelves knew omay of the marrer. 

Burt to all this, Bellarmine lays, 


1. That difference touching the Time of any thing Objett. r. 


done, dots mot weaken the Truth of the thing it 
felf ; There are various Opinions how long it « 
e the Creation of the World, and touching the 
tome of Chriſti Crucifixion ; Shall we therefore con- 
tlede rbat the World was not created, or our Saviour 

mot Crucified ? 
L 2 I Reply, 


Anſwer, . 


(80) 
I Reply, That where a thing 
bat where a thing i lf donbefale depending eat? 
but w a thing it 1s I, ing on! 
on ſulpetted Reedeace , the ſame hy nem wn 
Circumſtances is reader'd much more uncertain and 
improbable That the World” was Created, That 
os {mga} ee we have Infailible Witneſſes, 
who in nothing material diſagree, but confirm cach 
others Teſtimony : Whereas here is no ſound Evi- 
dence of Perer's being at Rome, or Biſhop there ; And 
they that undervake to tell the da with equa! 
Adurance and PunQtualneſs relate Circum- 
ſtances; and if they are Deceivers, or deccived in one, 
they may as well in the other, 
2. As to the various Accounts given about Peter's 
- Succeſſor, the Learned Cardinal ſays, T hat tho? 
be 1gnor ant who ut was that [wecreded him, 
yet we ought not for that canſe to doubt but ſome bo- 
dy did ſucceed. 
But this Aoſwer comes not home to the purpoſe ; 


ir ſelf is certain, it is 


| For the Queſtion is not fomuch who did Succeed, as 


whether Peter did at all Precede in the particular Bi- 
ſhoprick of Rowe : Now becauſe the ſame Witneſſes 
that tell us of Peter's Preceding, do alſo reſtifie of his 
Succefſors, if one part of their Teſtimony be infirm, 
the whole is weakened. 

Laſtly, As the Antients thwart and interfere with 
each other in this Story of Peter's being at Rowe, fo Baro- 
niws,on0e of the moſt induſtrious Modern Advocares for 


* Pm. 4. it, contradits himſelf, for heſays *, Perer died A.C.69. 
nal. Tom.r. «d and yet affirms + that he came to Antioch A.C.z9. and 


Ann.6g. 3.59. 
t liem ad an. 


39- 


was Biſbop there 7 years,and after that 25 years Biſhop 
of Rows, which muſt be tall che year 74. So that Peter 
was Bifhop of Rowe two years after he ca 


(8) 
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CHAP. VA 


The Actount given of Peter in Scripture, compared with 
the Roman Hiſtory ; Whereby the Common Relation of 
Peter”: being at Rome, or Brſbrp fef of Antio:h,cnd 


afterwards of Rome, appears to be highly Improbable 
or rather altogether Falſe. ; 


Hat St. Peter's being Biſhop of Row?, cannot be 
proved by Scripture, we have ſhewn before ; 

o which we may add, that the ſame is further con- 
fefs'd by Learned Romaniſts; By the Scripture it cans 
mot be evine'd either that he was Biſbop of Rome, or ever 


was 4t Rome «t «al; ſaith Marſfiliss Patevinnss, () And (7 Pefens.Pac. 
then conſidering the Ecleſiaſtical Hiſtories that af- *® ———_ 


firm it, he does it after ſuch a faſhion, as plainly ſhew 
he believ'd them not. Occhew, that Eminent School- 


who flouriſht about the Year 1328. affirms, () /) occh. Dit. 
Theſ, are in the number of things that neither are con- _ . L. 2. 


tained in Scripture, wor can be manifeftly proved by it 
alone, viz. That Peter was Biſhop of Rome; That he 
remet”d bis See from Antioch :o Rome 3; That the Bie 
ſhops of Rome ſucceed Peter ; That the Charch of Rome 
" bath the Primacy whereof there is no mention in th: Scrip- 
tare; As Fheviſe there is not, that be [| Peter ] govern'd 
the Church of Rome, wor any thing touc 111g the Papacy 
thereof. 
This Conſideration alone, methinks, ſhould be 
h to perſwade any man from Extertaining the 
ſame, or any ofthe Inferences that meerly depend 
thereon, as marrers of Faith ; Eſpecially if we further 
remarque, that the Scripture is not only _— ro 
aer's 


($2) 


Peter's being at Rome, and Bi there, but yeilds 
not a ſew ſhrew*'d and preffing Indications to the con- 
trary ; Which it ſhall be the ſubjetcf this Chapter 
briefly to ſumm up. 

But, becauſe the ſame will not fo clearly appear as 
to the matter ig queſtion, without being compared 
with the Roman Hiſtory ; I ſhall for the aſſiſtance of 
the Vulgar Reader, firſt ſer down a ſhort Chronology 
(out of S«:rovims, Dio, and the beſt Hiſtorians of 
thoſe times) of the Reigns of thoſe Em urs, whom 
we ſhall have occaſion to mention ; And alſo of the 
Years after our Lords Paſhon and St. Pas/"s Conver- 
fon, anſwering thereunto, which will render the 
_— diſpute very con[picuous and eaſic to be under- 

bod. 

Our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, 'O Oudryor@, 
was born of the Bleſſed Virgin in the Forty Second 
Year of Auguſtus Ceſar, who reigned in all Fifry Six 
Years, and Dyed the Nineteenth of Aareff. 

T therius Succeeding, Raign'd Twenty Two Years, 
Six Months, and Twenty Six Days, Dying the Six- 
teenth of March. 

It is expreſly ſaid by the Evangelift, that in the 
Fifteenth Year of this Trbertns, Chriſt began to be 
about Thirty Years of his Age. ( Late. :, 1. Com- 
pared with Verſe 3.) That is, as we may probably 
underſtand, was thenin his Thirtiech Year Current, 
for whereas T itberiww's Fifteenth Year began the Nine- 
reenth of Azguft, Chri#*s Thirticth Year began £ac- 
cording to our common Reckoning) the Twenty» 
fifth of December following ; And ſo at the beginning 
of Tiberi«'s Reign, he had near compleated, but not 
fully , his Fifrecath your : Now dedutt Fourteen 


years compleat, out 0 Fifty-ſix yearsof Angofins, 
c 


(83) 
there remains Forty-rwo. Whence it follows, That 
we muſt take our Lord to have been Born in the 
Forty-ſecond year current of Aaguitws, as aforeſaid. 
la the 19th year of this Tiberizs, and in the 34th 
current of our Lords Age, He was crucified in the 
month of March. 

l am not ignorant that fome place our Saviours 
Crucifxion in the 33th year of his Age: And Aiſte- 
dixs is very politive that it was in the 35th. But 1 
follow the middle and more common Opinion, and 
which (if I miſtake not) the mention of the ſeveral 
Paſſovers after his Baptiſm will juſtify. 


The 2oth year of Tiberizs began in Asruf1 follow-* 
The 35th of Chrilts Birth ny regs 4 _ 


And in March after (that is Anno, Dom.35. and of 
Tiberius the 20th) was compleated the firit year at- 
ter the Paſſion, and the ſecond began. 

In Auguit, Anno Chr. 35. began the 21th of T iberi- 
w, and in December following, but ſtill in the ſecond 
year after the Paſſion, began the 36th year of Chriſt. 
The exaft time when Pas/ was Converted, the Scrip- 
ture does not mention, bur ir is generally taken to 
be in the 2d year after the Paſſion, on the 25th of 
—_ And indeed, it can ſcarce be imagined to 

in the firſt year, ſince "tis nothing likely all thoſe 
Tranſattions mentioned in the firſt Eight Chapters 
of the A#s, as between Chriſts Aſcenſion, and his 
Converſion, ſhould be accompliſhed in leven or eight 
months ſpace. Burt if we rake it to be the ſecond 
year, then fince the particular day is {ſuppoſed to be 
the 25th of January; that is roſay five months after the 
beginning of the 21th year of Claudixs,o0ne month after 
the Commencement of the 36th year of our Lords Na- 


tivity ;; 
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tivity ; andtho*in the ſecond, yet withio two monehs 
of beginning of the third year from the Paſſion, 
We may for avoiding Confuſion, taking the Denomi- 
nation the greater part, make the firſt year Cur- 
rent of Pa«/'s Converlion, to Anſwer tothe 36th year 
Current of Chrift's Birth, the 21th of the Reign of 
T iberivs, and the 3d after the Paſſion (always remem- 
bring their differing Commencements.} And {> the 
Account will ſtand as in the Table followiag. 


Year of Year of Year of the Yeref Pauly 

Chr. Tirberiw. Patton Converfion. 
J4— LY ————H _——. 

_ —20 A + 


In this year Peter met with Simon Magus at Samaris, 
according to Baronias. 


16——21 —— x. 
J7 ——22 —4 — 


The 22th year of Tiberius, ended in Aug. 37. but he li- 
ved till the 16th of March following, which was in 
the 38th yearof our Lord, the 4th year of his Paſhon 
being very near compleat,aod almoſt rwomoarhs atter 
the beginning of the third year of P's Converſioa. 

Caliguls began to Reign the 19th of March, Anno 
Chr.z8. and the ſame month began the fifth year from, 
the Paſhon. He Reigned three years, ten months, 
and eight days. 


Of Chriſt, Of Caligula. Of the Paſſion. Of PaulyConr. 
, —_— m—y = 
; 2—————6 
Baronims ays Peter now founded the Charch of Antioch, 
40 mr EY - w_— 
41 rn ycmmni_——_y c_—__—_—__ 


The 


(85) 
The third year of Caligels (and 7thafter the Paſſion) 
ended March, 4*. 41. but heR ards ten 
monthsand eight days ; ſo he died the 24th of Janus- 
ry, in the 42th year of Chriſt,the eighth year current of 
the Paſhon. 


Clandins Reigned 13 years, eight months, and 18 
diys, -_ the 24th of Jan, A.C.42. The 
_y next day began the ſeventh year of Pa«l* Conver- 

fron, and in fry following began the ninth after 
the Paſſion. 
gums Chrjlte, Of Clendim. Of the Palin. Of PanlrCoor, 


42 ER IE: . — 
4 —z 10 —8. 
In this year Petey is ſuppoſed to become Bp. of Rome. 
44 3 Ma ———_ . 
45 — 4 12 ——10. 
Herod Agripps dies. 
- 46 — 1 —— 
47 ———+ —1— 12. 
3 ——— 7 ———I----1}. 
49 ——— 8 —|  ——— 1, 


<0 15. 
In this goth year of Chriſt, and ninth of Clasdi/av, the 


Jews were baniſh'd Rome, as Oroſiws teſtifies, and Be- 


rom grants. 

Fi —10 138 ———-16. 

$2 —UI———1—— 

gj ———12 20 — 18, 

gg ——_}— 20 —- 19. 

55 —14 = 22 — 20. 
The 1 3th year of Clasd/ar ended Jan. 24. AC. 55. but 
he lived 2 eight months and 18 days; lothat 
he died O&ob. r3. Fan Comretion, 
lien, eadeothef 


Then 


(86) 
» for thirteen years, ſeven 


the th of Ode. 
ter the Paſlion,and 


Then dagag.es 
moaths, and 23 days, wo" 
ber, Anwo Chr.$6. inthe 23th 3car 
21th of Paxſ's Converſion. 
AuneClr. Of Ners, Of ihe Paſſhon. Of Bauh Coro, 


59 4 runny 
6o — Om —— 2 ———z. 
64 --6 — 2 ——26. 
Ge mer — AY —— 
63 —_— Le — —_ 
65 —_ J2— jo. 


4 4 YRS 4 —33- 
Simon Mag ws died this year, according to Baroniane, 
69 —— —14 PaIt—j6——}4. 


Thus Nero's 13th year ended Ocfob, 14.68, but he reign- 
ed longer feven months and 28 days : So that he rid- 
ded the World of himſelf the 16 of Jane, Anx.Chr 
69. in the 36th year after our Lords , and 34th 
current cf Pas['s Converſion. 

Now the moft common Story of our Modern Ro- 
maniſtsis, T hat St. Perey went to Rome in the ſecond 

zcarof C - _ 16th aſfrer the for nt 
ting Bi 0 t See 25 years, ſuffer'd Martyr. 
dc res 14th year of Nero. - 

It remains therefore that we RE, 
tenſions : _= I have ound 
void of Proot on r fide; 
with the Account givenot &. TED the 


- (#) 
Apaitles and the Epiftle ro the Galatians, and other 

of infallible Writ, it will perhaps ſatisfaQtori- 
wn ge pert nor at Rome in the 
aid Year of Clandias, Nor Biſhop there 25 
Years; But that indeed he was not, nor could be there 
at all either before or after. 

I think it is not pretended ( nor if it were would 
it ſerve their turn ) that Peter was ever at Rome be- 
fore Chri#s Crucifixion, but fpent his time in or a- 
bout Fades, cither in his Vocarion of a Fiſherman, or 
with the reſt of the Diſciples attending the Lord ; 
Nor are we to look for him at Rome atter the death of 
Nero, for all afficm he was put to death under 
that Tyrant, fo that we have only Thirty Six Years 
to account for, viz, from rhe Paſſion to the End of 
Nevo, that is toſay, from the year of Our Lord 34. 
to the Year 70. 


and ReſurreQtion, "tis undeniable that Perer was ia or 


Far the Firſt and Second Year after the Lords Death Perer 


about Jades, firſt with the reit of the Apoſtles on after tte 
Mount 0l;ver, bebolding our Saviours Aſcenſion, and = 


then retur1'd to Jer»/alem, expeRting the Promiſed 
Comforter; and when the Holy Ghoſt deſcended upon 
them, made that excellent Sermon, whereby Three 
Thouſand Souls were Converted, 4#s 2. Healed the 
Lame man, A#s 3. Whereupon: he was Impriſoned, - 
AR 4. He d ly Puniſhes the ' Hypocrifie and 
Lies of Ananmar and Sepbirs, and wrought many 
other Miracles till he was again Impri and de« 
livered by an Angel, &c. As 5. He was alloart 
[alem at the choice ot Drecons, As 6. And if his jour- 
ney when ſent with-Jobs by the reſt of the Apoſtles 
to Seamaris, Aiﬀts $. be'tt be attributed ro Two 
Years, it is expreſly ſaid, V 25. that he return'd to 
Feruſalam. M 2 la 


Nor in the 


Third 
Fourth. 


nur 


- 
(v8) | 
In the Year of eur Lord 37. (which was the 
fourch of the Paſſion) Pulte (as Exſebizs, L. 2:C. 2. 
and Vſpergenſir teltity ) Wrote his Letter to 
1iberiws concerning Chriſt, his Doftrine, Divine 
liracles, Death and Reſurreftion , whereupon that 
Empercur was willing to have Chriſt admirted 
amongſt the Gods of Rowe, bur was oppoſed by 
the Scnatez Now if Peter had been Preaching at 
Rome, or Biſhop there, cither the year before or that 
time, this could not have been any News to the Fm- 
perour, nor would P:{ztes Letter have prevail'd fo 
much with him touching Chriſt, as the Doftrine, or 
eſpecially the Miracles which Perry would (for Conz 
firming of the Faith) have done there in tis Name; 
On the contrary, *cis plain from the Subſequent Hi- 
ſtory of the As, That Peter was all this rime in or 
near Jary, 
Paul being Converted in the Second Year after 


Nor in the Chriſt's Aſcenſion (as 'ris commonly agreed, and 
Fifth or Sixth. near the en@ of it as we have ſhew'd) in his Journe 


ro gen Ads. 9. did there ummediately Preach 
the Goſpel, and fromrhence in the bordering Country 
of Arab's for three Yearstime, Gal 1. 16. And 

his return to Damaſcus, V 17 and danger of being ta- 
ken, eſcapes by a Basket out of a Window, Aﬀr 9. 
£4. and 2. Crr. 11. 32. And then goes up to Jeraſs 


lem to ſce Peter (the Phraſe intimares 2s if that were 
his known uſual place of Reſidence ) and found him 
there accordingly ; And having ſtaid with him x5 
days. Gal. 1. 18. went away for Torſas, As, g. 71, 
this muſt be at leaſt in the Fourth Year of Pauls Con. 
verſion, ( for it is exprelly ſaid, after three Tears) and 
conſequently in the Sixth of the Paſſion, 


+ After 


(89) 


After this viſit of Pes{r,and his being ſent to T arſws, Peer not at 
weare aſſured, A: 9. 31, 3x. that the Churches hid XK, 


reſt throughout all Jedes,and Galrier, and Samaria;and r 
that Peter paſſed throughout all thoſe quarters. How © 
many Years he ſpent in Preaching to thoſe Countries 
is not mentioned; But that (amongſt ihe reſt) he 
came to Lydds, where healivg Exe«s that had beea 
Bedrid Eight Years, the fame of that Miracle drew 
thirher the inhabitants of Lydds and Sencn, who by 
Peters Preaching were «ll Coaverted to the Lord, 
which argues he beſtowed ſome conſiderable time 
there. Thence he was ſeat for to Topps, raiſed dead 
Doreas to life, and tarried there many days: Some 
days he ſtaid with Cormelize ; And after all returning 
to Jrraſalem, the Circamciſed ſeem'd ſcaudaliz'd at his 
Preaching to the Gentiles, whom he fetisfics in thar 
point, Ad: 11.2. and continucs there until he was 11- 
priſoned by Herod the King, and miraculouſly delive- 
red, At; 12, Which Chapter noman can read (com- 
paring it with the laſt Verſe of the Chapter foregoing 
he muſt believe that it was the intent of St. Late, 
the Inſpired Penman, to ſignifie that this Impriſcn 
ment of Peter and death of Herod were both 10 one 
year, and the latter very ſuddenly after the former : 
For Chap.t1.30. he tells us of Barnabas and Seals be: 
ing ſeat mo Contributions from Antioch to Je- 
ru/alem ; then immediately proceeds, Ch.p. 12. to re- 
lace the killing of James, and this lmpri-vament and 
deliverance of Peter ; to which he forthwith ſubjoyns, 
That Herod having in vain ſought for bim, went down to 
Caſares, where alumi we Honewrs, he was &a- 
ten of Worms and died ; and then adds, — 8x: the 


Word of God grew and multiplied; And Barnabas and 
Seal returned from Jeruſalem, when they bad fulfilled therr 


18f- 


(90) 
Miziftry, &c. Peter therefore was at era/alemin the 
an le wg mayony any tr 

But Herod dicd in the fourth year of the Reign of 
Claudius, and 12th afrer the Pallca ; which I thus 


ove : 
(0 Foſeph. An- "Firſt, Joſephus () teſtifies that this Herod (whom 
#5. 1-13. £4. he calls 42r1ppe) obtain'd not leave to go to his King- 
; dom of Jewry till che ſecond year of Calrguls : And 

* Lib.1y.Ca7 ſame Author * ſaith, that the ſaid Herod died in the ſe- 
venth year of his Reign. Therefore ſince Calirals 
Re: in all not full four years,it follows that Herod 
could not dye before the tourth year of Clasdixe, who 

was Calignls's Succeſſor. 

Secondly, This is further confirm'd by that Paſſage, 
That the Tyrians and Sidonians (againit whom this 
Herod had conceiv'd a diſpleaſure, and to chaſtize 
whom he wene down to Caſaris preſently after Peter's 
deliverance) made Friends to obtain Peace of bins ; be- 
cawſe (ldys the Text, Verſ.20.) their Conntrey was mow- 
riſÞ'd by the Kings; ignifying that during the Famine 
then raging, they had Proviſions from thence : Which 

Dearth or Famine was that which Acat*s the P 

had ſome time before tied of at Anriech, of 
which *ris rally ſaid, At: 11.25. That it cams to 
paſs in the days of Clandiav ; but as other Authors, (par- 
ticularly Vſpcrgenſis) have noted, it was in the fourth 
year of Cl/andjne, 

Thos I conceive it very plain and certain, that Pe. 
ter was conſtantly in and about Fedes till the fourth 
year of Claudius, (that is, the 12th of the Paſhon, and 
45th of our Lords Nativity) which not only leaves 
a9 room for his ſeven years Epilcopacy at Antierh, 
which is ſuppoſed to have been before this rime, bur 
alſo utrerly overthrows the Conceit of his Arriving at 

Rome 
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Rows inthe Rocall yror of Clatndes; and fo, perfſeftly 
annuls the credit of their principal Evidence, and ra- 
zcS cy at = very emer, pos that we 

enough our pains in ſearching any 
dethenl But we T ill noe with them for a few 
years miſtake, bur examine quite thorough, and give 
them fs/l meaſure, braped up, prefſed down and running 
over 


That Peter was at Jeruſalem at the death of the pi not ut 
Virgi Mary, the Fifi year of Clanding, that is the the 12m and 
1 1th after his Paſſion, isatteſted by Nicephorws ( L. 2. 16% years of 
Cz. 21.) but be that as it will, *is certain he was there * **=- 
in the 16th year of the Paſſion, at the Aſſembly of the 
Apolſtics and Breihren mentioned A: 15. and made 
a Speech there, as appears Y. 7. of that Chapter. 
Now to prove that this nes ws held at this time, 
viz. the a6th year of the , Read Galatians 2. 1. 
Then Fourteen years after I went up again to Jeruſalem 
with Barnabas, and took with me Titus alſo, &c. By 
which and the ſubſequent Context, it ſeerns evident to 
me, that Pas/ thereby meaneth his coming to this 
Councel, and not any other time of his repairing to 
Fernſalem, and fo doth St. Hicrom underſt it, 
which being 14 years after St- Pauls Converſion, fall- 
eth out tobe in the year ofour Lord 49. and the Eighth 
of Clandine. 
l not that St. Hierom and divers others that 

follow him, date theſe 14 years not from Pauls Con- 
verſion, bur from his firſt Journey to F 1»/«/em three 
years after, and ſo place this Synod Anno Dom. 51. 
or rather as they ſhould ſay 52. in the 10th or r1th of 
Clandiar, which though it Non to favour our Cauſe, 
as proving Peter to continue fo much the longer as 

Jera/alew or the neighbouring parts of ſs, yet ince 


my 


Oros. L. 7. 
> ge 


In Clavd 7 
24 


very of 
Truth, 1cannot admit thereof: Recauſe in the Ninth 


(92) 
my Aim in theſe Reſearches is ſolely the diſcc 


year of Claudius it was as Oroſine () witneſseth, That 
the Jers were all baniſht Rome ; Andat that time 
' Pani was at Athens, as (9/ roenſis () writeth; and it 
apperreth likewiſe by Hiſtory of the M7; for 
Paxil departing from the Cou afrer a redious 
Journey to Ant:och, Syria, through Cilicis and man 

other Regions, came to Athens and thence to Coriath, 
where he met with Aquila and Priſcills, who ( fayth 
the Text”) were lately ( juſt then, forve Verſions ren. 
der it) Come from Italy , becanſe Claudius bad command. 
ed that all Temws art from Rome; Which 
ſhews thar this Council muſt be held ſome confidera- 
ble time before this Decrec of Clandi/zs, that is, before 


the 9th of his Rei 
It it be inquired where Peter was from the time of 
his delivery out of Priſon in the fourth, year of Claw- 
dizs,until this Synod in the Eighth year of his Reign? 
I anſwer, That as the Geſts or Attions of St. Pasl 
(after Herods death)amongſt theGeorilesare deſcribed, 
i 1the 13th and 14thChapters of che A#s,foduring that 
time, it ſeems clearly intimated, that Perer was Ea- 
bouring amongſt the Jews either at Jer=ſalem, or tho'e 
diſperied in the neighbouring Territories of Aſie, ro 
whom he afterwards direQed his Epiſtle ; for !o faith 
Sr. Perl, \peaking of his entertainment amongſt rhe 
Apoſtles at this Council or coming up to Jeraſalem 
14 years after hisCenverſion, Gal 2. 7. Whew they ſav 
T bat the Grfprl over the wncirenmetſion was rommitred 
wnto mv, 4s the Goſpi! over the Crrenmeiſoon was to 
Perer, for he that was mighty by Peter in the Aprſileſbip 
of the Cirevmcifion, &c. 
And in this interval I humbly conceive 1t (m0 
t 


% 


(93) 
( tho not ſpecified in the £#s ) that Petey was at An 
116ch, when Paul t ed him to the Face, mentioned 
Gal. 2 fince it nor well be at any time before, 
as appears by the precedent diſcourſe; but that it was 


before the faid Council of the les at Feraſalem, 
ſeems very probable, becauſe if it had been after- 
wards, viz. when the matter had been ſo ſolemnly 
determined that Circumciſion was not neceſſary, Pe- 
ter could not have had any ſcruple of eating with the. 
Gentile Believers, nor fear of offending them in that 
point, that came from James. Thus until the 16th 
year of the Paſſion, Eighth of Clandias, Peter came 
not within One Thouſand Miles of Rome, 


la the Niath of Clandias all Jews were Baniſht Rome price not nt 


( as is proved before) « 
be thers. Nor was, nor had he been there in the r2th 
of Clandias, for then Pau! wrote his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
wan, 'and undoubtedly if Peter had been! the Founder 
or Biſhop of that Church theo, or at any rime before, 
Paslwould ia {0 large aletter have taken ſome occaſioa 
to recommend his Pains, and to exhort them to con- 
tinue in the Do&rine of the Prince of the Apoſtles; 
bur on the contrary, tho he concludes with particular 
Salutes to a4 Perſons by name ( beſides ſeveral Houl. 
holds) and divers of them Wow», yet he does not fo 
rank —_ _ yd wo had been 
Bi there, overaign of the Apoſtles, 
that omuſſign of paying his relpoQts ro him, whilſt 
he did it coſomany others of inferiour condition, 


would have been not only a So/ecifm int Civility,but a 

failure 1n Dury. | 
But how does it appear that this Epiſtle was wrote 
at this, time ? — Thus, Ch. 15-128 Pant uſes rhis 
diſcourig—— Having ou no moreplace in thiſe pars, 
| (thar 


ore then Peter could not Awne before 


) Lib ao, x 
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( that is, about Antioch, whence this Epiſtle is dated) 
ard hawing a great difire theſe many years Is come ano 
you, whenſoever I take my Journey ento Spein, 1 will 
rometo you; but mow Tro imo Jerutalem, &c. fo rhar 
'ris evident this was wrote upon his Journey ſome- 
time going to Jersſe/em ; we muſt therefore conſider 
at v hat timecipecilly this was, for we read of Pas''s 
going thicker hve ſeveral times, the firſt in the Ninth, 
the ſccond in the T welfth, the third in the 1 «th, the 
fourthin the 1$:h, and the fifth in the 21th Cha 
of the A(t; ; But it could be in none of the firſt three 
Jourreys, for he had not then met with Trimorby , 
whom he found ngt till a good while after his return 
from the Syncd at Jernſalcw, Aft 16. 1. but at the wri- 
ting of this Epiſtle, T /morby was with bim, for he ſenc's 
Salutations from him, Ch. 16, 21. Nor ſeems it to be 
the fourth rime, mentioned 4#s 18th, forY. 1. cre 
Pax return'd to Tersſalem it is faid that he reed 
from Cortmrh, and Priſcilla and Aquila were ar 
Rome, for thuher he ſalurarions ro them. Te 
remains therefore that this Epiſtle was written juſt 
tefore Pauls laſt comming up to Feraſalew ; which 
agrees with what is laid, Ad 19. 20. red with 
the bceſore-cited hw, 1 15. 234. And ſuch his laſt 
Journey thither was #9 the 12th of Cland/wr. 

For being there raken, Felix was then Governour 


- A127, 24. who as Toſephw () witnefſeth, was nor 


made Preſident of Judes, tifl the uthof Clandizz ; And 
by Tertallsr's Oration to him, acculing Paxl, we mag 

gather that he had then for ſorne rire, a year at leaſt, 
been in that command; fo that it muſt be abour the 
12th of Cland/asr Which further appears, for that ir is 
ſaid, Pad had been two years a Prifoncr when Peres. 
 Frfla came" e be Governour inſtead of Felix, 


who 
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whos has cuneter by ous as ſoon as he care 
to the Empire; w fince Claudius diced in bis 
14th year,and Feft#s came tly »frer,andPou/ had 
An - +. nem np his 

29s era EE En 
ile muſt ts in or aboutthe 12h year cf Clandine, oe 
20th of the Paſſion, and of our Lords Birth 53. And 
conſequently art that time for the Reaſons aforeſaid, we 
may juſtly believe P:eer wasnot at,norBiſhop of Rome. 
Nay St, Ambroſe upon the Epiſtle to the Romans, ſaith, 
that he had read incerrzin Antient Books that at rhe 
ſcoding of this Epiſtle, Narcrſſas ( ro whoſe family (a- 
luration is ſent) was the ſenior, Bi or Elder of the 
1100 at Rowe. 


Again, Peter neicher was nor had been Bi ROO RPERM 
Rome in the ſecond year of Nero ( the 24th of the teen at &me 
Paſſion and 575th of the Incarnation) for then Pau <4 Your 
came thicher, as is teſtified by Exſcbias, Urſpergenſir, two. 


and others ; at whoſe arrival, St. Late who was then 
with him, faith, A#; 28. 15.T be Brethres brariar of we, 
came forth to meet w Ac. Put wehear not a word of Pe. 
ter's either coming or ſending roPaw/,which undoube- 
edly,if he had been Biſhop there,he woul4 have done; 
nor would St. Lete have negletted to record it, But 
the third day after, Pa»! ſending for the chief of the 
Jews, and re«{oning with them about the Faith, they 
anſwer'd him chus,—t wi# hear what thos dof 
think, for toaching this Set (| the Chriſtians ) it is ew 11 
where [poten acain#; and when ata day appointed, 
Paal had preached unto them, the Jews fell at vari 
ance about it, for ſome Believed, and ſome Believed mot ; 
All which ſhews that the Jews at Rome had heard 
very little of Chri# before Faxls arrival, which could 
not have been, if Peer wn peculiar Apeſtle —_ 

2 Ins 
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Circumciſion ) had then, or for a matter of fourteen 
yearsever fince the ſecond of Clandiar,or indeed for any 
time before, been at Rowe and Biihop there. 

er not a: Jn the Third and Fourth years of Nero (rao whole 

Rome in the years, ſays the Text, Ads 28. jo.) Pas! continned a 

turd or fourth priſoner at large at Rome after his coming thirher: 

year of Nerve, , 

Now that Perer was not in any of that þ ne there, we 
rationally conclude, not only becauſe Nrcephoras, L 2. 
Ca. 4 faith, Thar during all that time St. Pas! lived 
by the labour of his Hands; whereas if Peeer had been 
there in his ontifical Dignity,he would certainly have 
cauſed him to be betrer provided for ; bur eſpecially 
for that in the ſeveral Epiſtles written by Pas/ from 
thence in that time partly, and partly perhaps fome 
time after,( tor how much he continued at Rome 
than after the ſaid two years claps'd,we have no certain 
account) he no where makes mention of- Peter ; 
which if Peter had been look'd upon as Soveraign of 
the Church, and his being Biſhop of ſuch a Place, a 
matter of {ſo great Importance,could never have been; 
eſpecially ſince Paw! had often very juſt occaſion to 
have taken notice thereof; As in that to the Galatians, 
where Pazl being inforc'd to afſert the Authority of 
his Doftrine and Apoſtleſhip, which ſome ſought 
to impair, ſpeaks much of the former acquaintance 
between him and Perer, but nota werd of fecing him 
at this time; when Peter's Teſtimony, by ſubſcription 
or otherwiſe, would readily have ſatisfied rhoſe 
ſers; or Pas inſtead of all the Arguments he 
uſe of, might have ſaid no more then this, Here is 
Peter the Prince of the les, Biſhop of this Ciry, 
( wh'ch he has choſen to be the fountain of Ecleſiaſti- 
cal mp _— and infallible Judge of Controverſies 
to the Worlds cod) who does at this inftant own 
and 


(9F) 
and allow my Apoftleſhip, and give me the right hand 
of Fellowſhip. 
| Nay, Pazlin theſe Epiſtles does not only omit to 

mention Peter, but uſes Words that in effet his 
being then at Rom? ;; As in that ro the Colafiani(which 
muſt be Written about this time, becauſe therein 
mention is made of Dems, as being then with Pad, 
who afterwards forſook him, as appears in the ſecond 
of Timothy) having rold them that Ariftarchas his Fel- 
low-Priſoner, and Marcw, Siſters Son to Barnibas, 
and Fear called Tufts (who are of the Circumciſion) 
faluted them, Colof. 4. 10. &.11. Headds, T heſe onl 

ave my s (which I underſtand, of thoſe 
of the Circumciſion, tro whom he had juſt before 
reſtrain'd his f| for prokeatly he mentions Fpa- 
phras, Luke and Demas, who poſſibly might be Greets) 
wnto the Kingdom of God, who have been « Comfort unto 
me, To Philemon he ſends Salutations from the ſame 
Perſons, and cally them again his fellow-Labourers. 
Now was Peter (ſuppoſing too that he ors, 
and at that time, was. Biſhop of Rome) Inferior to 
theſe? Was he not worthy to be Named? Were 
the Salutations, the BenediCtions of. the Apoſtles not 
to be ? Ar my firſt Defence (1 it to be 
before Nero at this time we are Treati 


of) ſaith the. 
ſame Apoſtle, No men ffood with me, but all men for- , 


ſoot me, 2 Tim, 4. 16. Can we imagine with any . 


kind of fobriery that Peter was then at Rome ? 


Whether St. Pa«/ departed from Rowe immediately per ant + 


after the ſaid rwo years of his being a Prifoner at 

large, is not ſpecified in Scripture ; bur 'ris reaſona- 

ble to believe, that in that ſpace having fo well Plan- 

ted the Goſpel there, he mighr as ſoon as unity 

would admit, Travel tmro other Parts to di _ 
t 


Rome during 
the reſt of Ne- _. 


ro's Reign, 
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the ſame Tidings, and eſpecially in $$4/#,whioh 
ob randy ry, Rom. 15. 24. he had be- 
fore ned to Viſit; fome Authors ſay thaz not 
only he, but St. Peter roo, was in our Britais, which 
I take to be as truc as that Perer was Biſbop of 
Rome: But very plain it is, that Pas/didagainreturn 
to Rowe, and was there not long before his Death ; 
for in his ſecond Epiſtle to T amothy he Writes —] am 
mow ready to be offered, and the time of my departare « at 
hand, &c. Ch. 4. 6. Now as it appears both by the 
Subſcription and Circumſtances, that this Epiſtle was 
Dated from Rome, when Pax was brought (that is 

in danger , or ready ſhortly after to be brought} * 
before Nero the ſreond time ; 1o "tis agreed that Pal 
ſuffer'd near the End of Nero's Reign; but at that 
time Peter was not at Rome, for Pas! yery Mourn- 
fully complains, F. to. Demas hath forſaken me, he- 
ving this preſent World, and is departed into Thel. 
ſalonica, C to Galatia, Titus wits Dalmatia, 
only Luke « with me——Therefare do thy dilizenca to 
come ſhortly axto me, and may Lo with thee, for be 
is profit able unto me for the Minitfry. It only Lake 
were Crone at R - then Peter was not thereznor 
do we hear a ſyllable of his ewopretended Suffragans, 
Linus and Clatas : If Peter bad been theae at that time, 
what need of ſuch carneſt ſending fo far as Ebo/as 
for Timothy ? Nor had Peter been at Rome in aoy of 
the Intermediate Tears after Panls fuſt Arrival, as may 
be Collefted from that Pa in Tacitms, where Re- 
lating how Nero endea to caft the Odjam of Buy» 
zing of Rome (which happen'd near the end of his 
Reign) pon the Ciriftians ; he takes notice that then 
or about that time, that Seft had began # Rewine 
again, or cacreale more than for ſome years veſen 

- 
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which may well be underſtood in this ſenſe, That the 


Chriſtians, who during Pas/: abſence, had ſomewhat 
declined, did now at his return begin to Re flouriſh 
and Mulciply : But if Peter in that Ten years ipace, 
or thereabouts of Pazxls Abſence, had been at Rome 
exerciſing his Epiſcopacy, there could have been no 
place-for that Obſervation of the Chriſtian Religions 
REVIVING (which _—_ Dicey for Tome 
years before) at that Particular JunQure. 


I LE —— 


CHAP VIL 


Obje Hons anſwer'd, and one Arguneent added, That we 
cannot, without great Diſbonour to St, Peter, ine 
him to have been Biſhop of Rome ,45 is prezen 


O avoid this plain deduQtion from Holy Scrip» Begormines 
ture, Cardinal Bellarmis 1s forc'd to ule a great Fheme ors. 


of Pains and Art,and thusat laſt be performs it, at 
Five or Six Motions, as follows. 

t. He ſays, That Peter after our Lords Paſſion re- 
main'd «almoſt, bat not full froe years in Jadea, is which 
time Paul paid bim bis firft viſie, Gal 1. 

2. That then he removed to Antioch, «nd was Biſbop 
there for near ſeven years, but during that. time trevelled 
into _ VE throagh the VE ae —_— 

3. in fowuet | ſcopacy at An- 
rn Cee Nile 

oned. 


4. That bring there miracaloufly releaſed, be the ſame 
year 


vels. 


to Jeruſalem, and was there Impri-, 


Anſw. 
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00 
{ which was the ſe Claudius) came to Rome, 
ond tha fr his Seat, res bud 25 years, Vit. till 
his Martyrdom. 

5. Tet for all that within ſeven years revurn'dback to 
Jeruſalem «po» 4 Decree that Claudius ſer forth, com> 
manding all Jews 10 depart from Rome, mentioned Aits 
18. 2. and ſo came tobe preſent at Jeruſalem, when Paul 
from Antioch went #p thither, and the Council of the 
Apoſtles, Ats 15.mas held there, 

6. But after the death of Claudius reparred again to 
Rome, where in the ſecond year of Nero, Paul arrivd,and 
in the 14th year of Nero they were both put to Death. 

To all which I Anſwer. 

1. As the old pgs were forc'd to invent va- 
rious Epicycles feigned motions of the Planets to 
ſolve the Phenomins, without whether they 
were true, or falſe, that is, had any real exiſtence in 
Nature or not, provided they would but ſerve aturn 
to ſupport their Hyporbeſls ; fo I muſt crave leave to 
ſay, The Learned Cardinal carries the bleſſed Apoſtle 
St. Peter 15 or 1600 miles back and forwards, to and 
tro at his own pleaſure, meerly to render their noti- 
on of his being at Rowe poſſible ; But by what Autho- 
rity, on what proof does he do this? Thereisnot the 
leaſt intimation in Scri but that Peter remain'd 
in or near alem as much ro'the rime of the Council, 
as for the firſt five years ; there is nota [ſyllable of his 
going unto, coming back from Rome, or return thither 
again; and if it were true, what rcaſon can be imma- 
gined why St. Lake ſhould omit it in the As of the 
Apoſtles, falling within the of his Story;nay 
'tis plain that he was atFer#ſalew a conſiderable. time 
before that Council was held; for A#- 14. 1. *ris fald, 
Thoſe that troubled the Church of Anroch iy 

om 
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from Jades, and Y. 24. tis faid by the Apoſtles 
(whereof Perer was one) in their Joint Letter, Cer- 
rain men that went out from Ur. 

2. Touching Peters being Biſhop of Arrrioch, we 
have ſpoken before { Chap. 3.) and ſhall here only 
add, That B-4:rmin himſelf in this ſame Chapter 
ſays, Peter ſbreld have left « moſt Pernitious Example 
* Chriftian Paftor, if be had at _ Retain'd two 

articular and Biſbopricks (which yet it ſeems 
Colas relate oof ragement) dia would it 
not be an Example equally pernitious, if Retainin 
but one, he ſhould very fſeldome or a#ev'r Refi 
there ? For I conceive Non R: fidency as bad as Plare- 


{ities ; nnd indeed the chief reaſon againſt Pluralities, - 


is becauſe they are thought to Imply Now Reſidency : 
But I think it will Unavoidably follow, that P«ter 
muſt be lly Non-R-ſidext, if being Rated Biſhop 
cither of Antioch or Rome, he Travelled fo many 
other Provinces _—_ the ſame time, and yet every 
other while was found at Jeraſa/em. 

3. That Petey upon the Decree of Claudine, That the 
Tews ſhould depart from Rowe, did fly thence and fo 
came to Jeraſalem, as it were Accidentally, -ro that 
Council, A#s 15 - is like the reſt, aſſerted Greats. And 
as the ſame did neither ſuit with the Zeal and Chrifti- 
an Fortitude of P«zer, foto Abandon his flock;ſo I con- 
c*ive it may manifeſtly be proved to be falſe from the 
Att: of the Apoftles; where we Read, That Pas/ and 
Barnes immediately after that Council, return'd to 
Ant 0:6, raid there ſome time; That afterwards Pa+/ 
took a Journey into Syris and Cilicis, and thence to 
Derbe and Lyſtre , and having Travelled through 
Phryziz, Galatia, Myſiz and Troa, came into Mecr- 
donia (where Phillip was caſt into Prifon) thence he 

O paſſed 


ObzeCt. 2. 
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paſſed to Amplipols and Aprfionis, to Theſſdonice, 
b-rea, and as tar as Athens, Ar 15, 16, & 17. And 
afrer all theſe tedious Perigrintions ( which mult 
require-and cake up a very confiderable rime) when 
he came to Cor:#th, he tound there Aquila ard Pri. 
feils, who LATELY (or as the Syriac Verſion has 
it, eo ipſo t empore, 1uff th, #) were come out of Italy, 
upon that Edit of Clasd/as, {fo that the ſaid Edit 
muſt be afrer the Council, and conſequently could 
be no ground for Peters being then at Jersſal-m. 

4. It Peter were ſupream Governour of the Church, 
and had before that Council at J:r:ſalrm been ſeven 
years Biſhop of Antioch, and for as many years and 
at that preſent time, been Biſhop of Rowe, both Ci- 
tics of the Genriles, and yer not without confiderable 
numbers of Jews therein ; *tis ſtrange, he had nor be- 
forc determined that Queſtion, rouching he Circnm- 
ci from of the Gentiles ; or it might have been a ſuffici- 
ent Argument for Pa«{ and Bara4b&t to have ſaid, 
Peter the Qrnondam Briſb"p of this City, and mow of 
Rome, Chritts Vicar and Prince of the Apoltles, Taught 
and Prattiſed otherwiſe. 

5. *Tis moſt improbable, which Br{armize here 
alerts, viz, That i» ow and the ſame year Piter thould 
be Biſhop of Antioch, Impriſoned at TFernſalim, and 
yet allo 1» that very Trar come to Rowe and make him- 
'elf Biſhop there; Let any Po__—_ Perſon but con» 
ider the great diſtance of rhoſe ſeveral places, and 
the inconveniencies of Traw [27 in thoſe davs, and 
that there appears not the leaſt ground for ſuch his 
P-iing to and fro, and he will be apt ro ſuſpeR it al. 
together Ropantic, or a ſtory fitrer for the Legend, 
than an Art rele of Fa'th. 

To that of Pasls not ſaluting Peter in his Epiſtle to 
the 
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the Romans, the Cardinal fays twp things ; Firſt, 
That the ſame St. Paul Writing to the Epheſians, mw» 
tions mot St, Joha ; nor James in rhe Epiftle ro the 
Hebrews, y:7 they were Biſbops of thoſe Churches, Se- 
condly, 7 hat when Paul Wrote that Epiſtle, Peter was 
not yet return'd 7s Rome from the Apoſtolical Sy- 


nod. 
To which ] Anſwer. 
t. That the Cardinal has not proved, that cicher Anſwer, 
Jobs or Jams were ever Biſhops of thoſe reſpective 
places in a ſtrict and proper ſenſe ; St. Jobs was ne- 
ver that I know of, reckon'd Biſhop of Epheſas, nor 
could be ſo without diſplacing of 7;mothy, who, ac- , 
cording to the Current Teſtimony of Antiquity, was 
by Pas! conſtituted Biſhop there ; Nor does it appear 
that the Epiſtle rothe H brews was wrote to thole ar 
Feraſalem; Nor laſtly was Sr. James then alive; to 
that there is no Parity. | 
2. As for Peter's not being Return'd as yet to Rome, 
Aquila and Priſcilla were got back, for he ſends gree- 
ting to them; Together with whom Bellarmine af- 
firms, Peter was expelPd ; and why not Peter, the Bi. 
ſhop of the place. as ſoon as they ? We find Paul had 
a firm or longing Reſolution to go tro Rowe as ſoon as 
ible, Rom. 1.13. and Ch. 15, £2. and 23. Bur 
ure Peter, if he had been Biſhop there, would much | 
rather have been Intent on that Journey. 
;- Tho Peter had been Abſent, yet if he had been 
peculiar Bi of that Church, "tis nor Credible, 
that Pas/ would not at all have taken norice of him ; 
for that Epiſcopacy of Perer there, would not have 1 
been « forreign, nor any of the leaſt Cauſes fit to be 
mentioned, of his giving thanks on the Romans be- | 
half, as C6. 1, $. or in their Prajſes, as C6. 16. 19. | | 
O 2 Paul | 


Cbj. A . ' 
Anſw. 
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Pasl doubtleſs would have pray'd no leſs for Perrys 
proſperous return, then he does for his own happy 
Journey ; Andadviſed them roo, es well for to pray 
tor the Krf{rrution of Peter, as for his own ence 
amongſt them, Ch. 15. 30. at leaſt in that Admoniri- 
on,Ch, 16.18. where he menrions the Dof&rine they had 
Learnt, how (crlonsbly might he have made the ſame 
Commemnurations as Elle where he ules of himlclf on a 
like occaſion, 2 Tim'q. 14. Comtimar in what you have 
Le 'rnt, knowing [rom whom you have lrarmt them, to 
witt, from Peter the only Rock wnder Chrift of the Church, 
"is plain it is uſual with St. Pexl, to lay hold on all 
cccalions of naming with honour the faithfulMiniſters 
of thoſe Churches ro whom he wrote, whether they 
were preſent or abſent : As, rCor. 16. 15, Epheſ. 6. 21. 
Phil. 2. 19. Colofs. 4.9, 12, and 13. for this tended 
much ro the Edibcation of the Churches. And why 
ſhould he not much more have done the ſame here, 
where he had ſo Eminent Occaſion for it, to have 
given Atteſtation to Peter's Supream and Paſtoral 
Office, and the wonderful Happineſs and Priviledge of 
the Romans in being under his peculiar Condutt. 

The Cardinal urges further, That nothing can be 
concluded from Authority Neg tively, 

I Reply, Our Arguments before recited are not on- 
ly drawn from As:thority Negatively, but alſo from 
the leſs ro the greater ; Paxl 1n his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mens, and in ſeveral others from thence, at ſeveral 
times, mentions others {eſs to be remembred ; there- 
fore he would not have been ſilent of Petey, if he had 
been at Rowe, *Tis alſo from the G-»wv to the Species, 
in the places cited from Coloſ. and Tim. for if none 


bur ſuch and ſuch were there, it undeniably follows 
Peer was not there. 


Bellar- 


(105) 

Bfirmin would perſwade us that Pav/, Coloſſ. 4. 
11. ſpeaks only of his own Dome#icks; or ſuch as were 
his menial Servants, and in the 2d of Tim. 4. 
of ſuch as were to fand hid freinds to Nero. 

It does not appear, nor is it probable, that Ari/tar- 
ther, whom he calls his fefow Priſoner, and Mares, 
and Ja#a:, and Lake, whom he ſtiles the Beloved Phy- 
Jo were Pauls Domeſticks or Servants, ( the good 

ly humble Apolſte did not keep fo gu a Retinue, 
as an Author that Theologiz'd in Parple, and vy'd 
dignity with Kjzgs might be apt to imagite ) nor 
does he ſpeak only of them, but of all his fe/low helpers 
in the Gofpel, and therefore ought not to omit Pezer; 
And in Timothy he [peaks of ſuch as ought to have 
ftrengthned him, 2 Tim. 4.17. in which oftice of Love 
Petey would not have been wanting, nor do we read, 
nor is it likely that Pa/ ever deſired any Interceſſors 
with Nero. ; 

Laſtly, The Cardinal ſays, that at that time when 
Pas! cameto Rome, and when he wrote theſe Epiſtles, 
Peter perhaps was not «t Rome, for tho he had there 
fixt his Seat, he was yet very oftenabſent. 

If they could once ſolidly whats that ever he was 
Preſent, we would grant that night be often «b/enr. 
Bur it his work as an Apoſtledid call him fo trequent. 
| bows other parts, why would he undertake to be 


proper Biſhop there? If Peter were abſent, would 
not Pas/ ory have mentioned and tewail'd 
ir? Or at leaſt how came itto paſs, that he never 
mentions Linas andCletws the two pretended 4040+ 
Biſhops ? Tn fine, Peter it ſeems was four or five and 
rwenty years Bifhopof Rome, bur never there when 
the Scripture has occaſion to mention cither him, or 


the Believers in that City; nar could Pas ever __ 


06. 4. 


Anſw, 


Ohjed. 5. 


Anſw. 


—  _ —— —_— 
on - :. 


_— - DOG —_ - 


(.106) 
him thee, till juſt they came to be put to death; and 
that too is uncertain. 

Thus 1 have not only prov'd by «DedaTion, ſcriatim, 
that it is not credible, that ever Peter De fatto was at 
Rome, but alſoanſwer'd all the 0Objc#:i0n; that I have 
met with, - made thereunto. I ſhall conclude this 
Chapter with this obſervation, That we ought nor, 
for that Reverence we bear to St. Peters memory, 
imagine that he was ſeven years Biſhopof Avtioch, 
and four or five and Twenty years Rome, both 


Tu» +» Re- Cities of the Gentiles; Becaule it appears, Gal. 2. 7. 


proach to vt. 
Perer , to fancy 


firſt, that Perer was the Apoitle of the Circamet 


iis Bilbop of that 1s, that the Jews were more eſpecially committed 


to him as his Charge and Cure, Concredired, or left to 
his Truſt ( ſorthe word inthe Original imports) as 
the Gentiles were to Pas/; and it muſt be our Bleſſed 


Saviour whoCommiſſioned both, and reſpeftively ap- 
pointed them thoſe Provinces.2dly, That of them 
till that time had diligently and with great ſucceſs 


labour'd in ſuch their ſeveral Provinces, Peter a 
the Jews,and Pas/ amongſt the Gearrits Y.$, zdly,T hat 
now by mutual conſent, a Covenant and Agreement 
was centred into, between James, Peter, and Jobs, 
on the one part, and Pa«l and Barn«bs; on theother, 
That the latter ſboald go wnto, that is, Preach the Go- 
ſpel to the Gemtiles, and the former [ as before, fo for 

fature ) to thoſe of the Circumeifien. And this was 
either at the Aſſembly of the les, Ar 15. or at 
leaſt/ifthey were rwo diſtin meetings ) 14 years af- 
ter Pa#ls Converſion, fo that Peter according to their 
Reckoning muſt then be, and for ſome years been 
B/bep of Ron ( beſides his ſeven years Biſhoprick at 
Antioch ) and what reaſon then had there been to 
mention only his Pains with the Circamcifion, and to 
put 
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the ſame in Ballance with Pas/'s towards the Un- 
circumciſin ? If Peter had Preached fo long at Antioch 
and Rome, had he not many Seals of bis Miniftry a- 
mongſ the Gentiles? How many Thouſands might 
we luppoſe Converted by his Viftory there over 
S'mon Mags, which if ever Tranſa was before 
this time 7 And why then do we hear nothing there- 
of , but rather Intimations to the contrary, v7c. 
That Peter, beſides his Preaching to Cornelias (upon 
an Extraordinary Occaſion) and tome few others, had 
then made no great P amongſt the Gentiles, 
but chiefly had exerted his Talent amongſt the Jews ; 
{> that his ſucceſs with the Latrer, is compared with 
Pauls amongſt the Former. Which to me is a Con- 
vincing Argument, That St. Peter at that time, had 
neither been Biſhop of Antioch nor Reame, nor ever at 
the latter City ; which muſt be (reckon how you 
can) art leaſt, ſeveral years after the ſecond of Clandi- 
w ; and conſequzntly does utterly overthrow the 
Roman Account. 

Now the Queſtion will be, Whether Peter, «fter 
this Conper, either Continued or Undertook to be 
, Biſhop of the Gentiles at Rome or not ?If he did, He not 
only contradicted his particular Commiſſion which 
-our Lord had given hig) to be the Apoitle of the Cir. 
camecifion, and neglefted the Jews, who were ſo Con- 
credired to his proper Charge ; but alſo Violated his 
late ſolemn Agreement. On the other fide, It at the 
time of this A ent, he cither were not "Biſbop of 
Roms, or then left it; It follows, that he continued 
not Biſhop of Rome four or five and rwenty years, as 
with great Comfidewce and ſmall Reaſon is pretended. 

Again, * Tis nothing likely, if Peter had been then 
Biſhop of Rowe, or deligned ever to go and —_ 

at 
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Seat there at any time afterwards, that he would 
have entered into ſuch an Agreement. Ay bur, 
lays Bellarmin, thoſe words |\ that they ſhould go to the 
Cirewmcifion) are to be qualified, and underſtond not 
Abſolucely, bur Comparatively ; as much as to lay, 
They ſhould Chiefly or Principally Preach to the Jews, 
and in like manner Pas/ and Barnabas to the Gentiles. 
Be it ſo! We ask no more, for even then this ſhews 
either that he was not then _—_ of Romer, or muſt 
be taken as a Relinquiſhment of his Rowan Dioceſs, 
and transferring the Title and Cure thereof to Pasl; 
for if he were the ſtated Biſhop of Rome, the chick Ci- 
ry of the Gentiles, how could he promiſe to beſtow 
his Chief Pains on the Jews ? Or having fo promiſed, 
prinCipally ro Attend the utac fine wt nh we 
tinue the Biſhop of , and y after 
Reſort back thither, and (; almoſt all the reſt of 
his days amongſt the Gentiles ? Was notthis immedi- 
ately to Violate that ſoiema Compadt ? 

Moreover, If Peter were ſeven years Biſhop of 
Antioch, and afterwards 25 years of Rome, He muſt 
in all be 32 years in Syria and Zraly, undertaking the 
Charge and Cure of the Gearides in thole Provinces. 
And if his Martyrdom was, as Beronwiss Compures, 
Amnnc Chr. 69, The faid rwo and thirty years be» 
ing deduted, brings us back ro the year of Chriſt z7. 
but two or three afrer Chriſts Crucihxion, fo rhat in 
all he could ſpend but three years ar moſt amongſt the 
Jews; And why then is he fo E ically ſtiled, 
1 be Apottle of the Cirewmciſton ? 

Wherefore ſince this Roman Pretence does by its 
Unavoidable Conſequegces, caſt a Reproach on St. Pe- 
ter, as if he had deſerted that Charge, which God had 
commined uago kim; an.if bs had Notarioutly Vio- 

t 
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lated that Solemwn Arrcement which himſelf had vo. 


luntarily and on juſt conſiderations entred into; ſince 
it y reg him not only as deſerting the ſtation of 
an 


poſtle,by becoming « Buſbop in a ſtrift ſence; but- 


alſo as giving a moſt dangerous Preſident of remov- 
ing from a leiler to a greater Biſboprick, and at the ſame 
time ſets him forth, ro be for the moſt part Nom Rez 
fifemt in both his Dioceſles, (All which are things un- 
- worthy to be Believed, Imagined or Suggeſted, of that 
Bleſſed Apoſtle) I cannot without being Injurious to 
his happy admirt ( but rather look upon m 
ſelf bound in Conſcience and Honour to Oppoſe ) this 
Groundlels Story, as it appears to me, of his being Bi- 


ſhop of Rome, &c. 


CHAP. VIII. 


The Commonneſs of an Opinion no certain —_—_ of 
its Trath ; Parallel Inſtances given of things very 
generally, and long Believed Delroered by Hifto- 
rians, yet afterwards found to be Falle; The means 
and fteps whereby this Notion of Peter”s being Biſhop 
of Rome ſeems to hyve been promoted ; The Concls- 


fn, 


be taken notice of in this Enquiry, ſave only one 
and Prejudice or Objettion, which the Gentlemen of 
the Roman Communion do much Triumph in, v-z. 
That "tis enough to ſatisfie any modeſt Man, in _ 
P ing 


| know nothing elſe conſiderable, that remains to 
F 


— — —— w—<- . -. wedKkt@*”}. oe... oo. - 
I. Yan,” I gp m—_— 


—— — ———_—_ - 


—_— = 


(110) 
being at Rowe and Biſhop of that City, That the ſame 
has generally been received, taken for granted for 
leverals Ages, and by abundance of Worthy Credible 
Writers, whom Bel/armine Ennumeraces ; and Aficms, 
It was newer 4rſpated by axy that be knows of, natil one 
William, John W ickliff's Mafter (this muſt be about the 
year 1350. tho I cannot find HWict/iff ever bad any 
ſuch Maiter ) 44 firi# of all raiſe ſome ſcruples about it : 
And how was it poſlible that ſuch a General Conceit 
ſhould ſo long have poſleſs'd Mens minds, if the matter 
of Fatt at bottom had not been real and undoubted ? 
To which is Anſwer'd: 

1. That common Fame has long ſince been branded 
for none of the beſt Evrdences ; We have ſeen what 
Important Pretenſions are bottom'd on this ſuppoſed 
Attion of St. Peter, and therefore ought to expett 
more Convincing Proofs of that Fat, than Vulgar 
Rumours or Publique Credulity, more caſily lavag- 
led to ſwallow Fables then YVernes. 

- £2, Men of the beſt Letters, cannot always give a 
certain Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of al! falſe 
Opinions. Errour is the Child of N:ghe, Nurs'd in 
the Dark by Ienorance, Superſtition or Self« Intereſt : 
And when well-grown and gaily Dreſs'd, it comes 
abroad into the World ; *tis too often Courted and 
Embrac'd as the Legitimate Off-ſpring of Trath, 
Meer Fables, raiſed by fome one Incon ble Au- 
thor, do not ſeldom obtain wonderfully in the World, 
and for a long time deceive not only the Mobile, bur 
even the Learned, loth to Incur a Popular Odiumy or 
the Brand of Sragelarity; and ſometimes afraid of 
diſplcaſing rboſe that promore or ger bythe Impoſture, 
are content to let it pals. 
We 
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We have every where Inſtances of this kind: As 
ar by - hough y RT of pk 
mis, to (as hee t) a tion Ut- 
y EY men, divulges a ſtory of Braze the 

rojaw', and prelently our common icles be- 
came ſ{well'd with a long Catalogue of his Succefſors, 
and how many years cach of them Reigned ; which 
was gnuney received, till ſome of our more Judici- 
ous Hiſtorians examined it to the bottom, and think 
they have ſufficiently prov'd it altogether Fabs- 
low 


So the ſtories of King Arther, and his Knights of 
the Ronwnd Table; fo in France thoſe of the Pallad'n: 
Roland, and his wonderful Chivelry, found room not 
only amongſt the Peers and Romancers, but with ſeve- 
ral Hiftorrans, which now are but the Proverb and 
Diverſion of every Peaſaxr. 


Or to take a more Remarkable le, The Gen The ftory of 


tlemen of the Rowes Charch take it ill ro be 
with the of Pope Joan, and Droll it as the 


ſurdeſt of uſtly Iam nor now to diſpute) * 


but "ris certain, ſame is Recorded by a multirude 
of Hiftorians, and for about 9oo years (for fo it 


was the time of her { ed Papacy (Q to La () ame. Cir. 
ther) or at leaſt for about 500 years (for Marianus 555 


Srotws, the firſt thar Wrote ly of her, whoſe 
Writings are extant, flouriſh'd in the 11th Century, 
and none that I ever heard of, pretended to Contra- 
dift ir, ill after Zuchers time) It paſs'd UncontrouPF'd 


knowledge) by above zo Credible Authors cf their 
own Communion. But about the year 1595. One 
Florimoud de Racemond, a French Councellour at Bur- 
deaux, undertook in an Elaborate Trearile, Ry 
P 2 the 


t hout Chriftendome, and was Related (ro my © 


| 
| 
i; 
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the whole tory : But by what ments? That w» 
Authors living at the ſane time with this pritended Pa- 
peſs, ave found toatirft it ; Nov avy till Marianus Sco- 
11S, 200 wars after bir; This the reſt of the Authors 
[tho Namrrow) blindly follow'd him, and fackt in bis 
Errour; T hat the fre {1 Relators apree not tn their 
T ale; That the latter Writers bad Invented ſeveral Cir« 
camitances [but he cannot charge them with Corrapt- 
ing of Books, nor Forging of Authors] 79 render it 
more Planſib'e ; T hat the whole thing and its ſeveral 
parts, ave not Proboble, &c. 

Now there is not one of theſe Topicts, bur will 
ſerve as well, nay much better, ro Impugn the ſtory 
of St, Peters being Biſhop of Rome; for as the latter 
rends exceedingly ro the Advancement of that See, 
and the former to its Diſhonour; ſo conſidering 
what an Aſcendent its Biſhops had got over the Chri- 
ſtian World, *tis much more probablethat « fiiow in 
their Frvour ſhould be prometed ; than that the orbey 
(if indeed it were a hiftion) from which no Advan- * 
tage could poſſibly be hop'd ro be derived to the Rela- 
tors, ſhould for a ſeries of ſo many years paſs Cur- 


rent, and without —_ 

For my own part, I muſt Ingenuouſly avow (with- 
our preſuming toderermine Dogmatically either way) 
that having Read Errear Pepulaire on the one fd 
and our 1 carned Cote on the other (nay I will a 
Rlondellus his Potthume Book on that Subjet, which 
lcems to favour their Opinion who deny there was 
any ſuch Paprſs) T1 cannot find any more Reaſon to be- 
live there ever was 4 Pope Peter, than 1 ds that there 
might be a Pte Joan. 

3. As to the Authority of the Father: ( beſides 
thoſe Connterfeits already diſcovered, which are Un- 
worthy 
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worthy of that Fener«ble Nam) there is not One {o 

much as alleadged, who Wrote within. awe hnndred 
y-ars and upwards, afrer the ſuppoſed time of Peters 

death, that menrions his being or dying «t Rowe. 
Afterwards Ta/tiz Murtyr, who Qlouriſhe about the 
'car of our Lord, 170. and /erral-an, 219. arc Cired 

or it, but as *tis well known and contefled by Lenrn: 

ed Romaniits, that there are now abroad leveral 
Counterfeit Books in the Names of the Antievts ; fo 

wherever they do ia their Genuine Works, ſeem to 

latimare St. Peters being at Rome, "tis moſt Probable 

they might take the ſame on Truft from Papi or 

Common Fame ;, and looking on it as an inditterenc 

thing, thought not themſelves concern'd, nor the 

matrer worth while, ſtrily to Eaquire into the bot- 

tom of that Opinion; and ſo might be therein ſt ae 

ten, as in other matters of Fa#, happening not very 

long before their own times ; For the ſame 7utalli. () Tre. L. 
an () who is therein followed by Clemens Alexandri. ©: Fader, 
nw (} andby Latantins () lays, That our Lord 9 — —_ 
ſuffered in the 15th year of Tiberius, and the 3oth of bu () Lat. Inftie. 
own Aze: As on the contrary, Irenews () contends, &- + © 


4 
() Fen. L 2, 


That Chriit Preached almoſt 10 5o Tears of Ate, and Ca.39, 
ſuffered under Claudius ; each of which Opinions, 
Antient Trad:tien is by them Alledged, yer are they 

both contrary to the Evangeliſts and all a Hiſto- 

ry ; which yer Reflefts no further diſb2»0er on thoſe 

Holy Fathers, than that they were Mew, Capable of 
_ — and were C—_ deceived by Re- 

ing too much on pretended T raditions. 
os therefore as 1 can perceive, the Opinion of 4 Peters having been 


ot Rome, firſt to be Induftricufly and commonly Advarc'd , bout 
a 6m ae the Reign of Conflmine For Euſcbeny indo farviv's to 


that grev? Emperour of Ners, tells us, () Tha 00k 
God fre up frm ts the nfm of che Abyſs, for they (Bob. Lon 
Write, Thar Paul as and Peter Crue. fied by bum 4s Rone. dn *5s 
Ll 


_— —__ 
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Go ectibindetfrdoiuid eyed cw D00 
REPORTED, that there be Charch-Tards wore the 
Name of and Paul, In like manner Gaius, & Roman 
aſtical Perjou, and afrer Zrphrerinus Biſbey of Rome, Wriremg wane 
Churf of the Cataphrygian Hereticks, ſar alnc 
the Barners of the Apoſtics. for f thou witt walk into the Vatican, 
Ofvicnfian-wy, thou wilt find there Vidoriow Banners, of fuck = 
founded this Church. And that they were both Cragn'd mich Marry 
at the jame tine, Dionifias Biſbop of Corinth declares in ba 

Romans, = theſe Words: om - 44 yu Obſerving ſo prod) an 

have 4 im one the Building of the Roman and Cormibuan Churches, 
prrform'd by Peter and Paul, for they beth Inflretted n1 when they Planurd 


our Church f Corinth _— Trw 

From whoſe Words it is That he does not of all affert Perers 
being Biſhop of Rome, vor wely that be was ever there, but only tells 
us that chey Brice ; that ren by forme body or other, but 


not by bem, That Peter Paul were both put to Death by Ner 


R 
ITE: 


Tx} 


Rome ; which yet it ſeems he lookt up but as an Hear-ſay and , and 
Ganioo te Cantbey i, edi, Thad it enetina/iv of that ua 
ra common; Reported, that e were to wore 
wn unangs, 4x. rape þ-yur? [ As after Book: is Prrevs 


Name, a falſe Tub might not two or three years his Death 
be afſign'd to bim 
_ Gas from Gaw, —— Roman, and fucreed- 
epher mui, the Words Import nothing of Perers being Biſhop of Rowe, 
ry intended to prove that the Charch of Reme was founded by fore 
of the Apnſt ics, whoſe Monuments were to be feen in the Varrcan, and ON cone 
fian-Way. Bot as in the Catzogue of Popes, there s no fuch Perſon a Gam 
found to facceed 7 


c—_——_— 
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wit Prince of the Apvitics, Viewr of Obit, and Chief of the 
Univerſal Church : And that be heing fo Dignifed and + 
*!1 the ſucceeviing B ſhops of that See. heing his Sacceflons, muſt be 


Red with the fame Authority ; And confequently, That the Qraertw of 
Ron wan the Morber and Miſtre's of of other Chanches, and s be alobis, 
and the «+ Citholech Church; Thor the Pope has 3 det S eraignty over 
all the Wortt in Spirtuniles, and nawrecrt, in Ordine ad Sprrrrmahra, Ke. 

A'l which brirg Cloſely and Vegoroufty, though Gradually puribed in 
Ipnorart tires, and elpeciitty after the Roman Biſhops, by the favour of 
Plics the Traytor, had gam'd the Tithe of Cnrnerlal, and an Atendent 
over s great part of the Qhriftan World ; when covery thing tending to the Ho- 
nour and Advantage of that See, met with Encouragement, and the Romen 
Biſhops only were Capable of heftowing Proferments, and all were Snebb'd 
and Crafts that durit offer any thing that difplexied them, Yu no wonder 
if for many Ages farce any (at leaſt whoſe Wriengs yet remain, for we 
knw who hat row the keeping of all Librarees) durſt openly controvert 
or Geny St, Peers bring at Rome 26d Biſhop there ; Since this was a Blow 
& "Iv Row, and Rreack effectually at the Popes Supremacy, Lofallibilty and 
other Pompons Chimes, which are all founded on that Pretence. 

Tonching which, what need I toy more> But briefly fon the tate 
of the whole matter :* If $. Preer's bring Biſhop of Ron, or © much as 
ever there, be not provable by Soroprare, nor any other Corvuncing Arg #- 
mens ; but whatever can be faid for it, s cafily Auſarred, and rendered 
not © mach as Probable ; If the Winnelfes of the Rory arc xt Open Wars 
and Comradictions in the Circumſtances, yet all pretending to « moſt 

| Exactne's; and the Leamned'it and moſt Subtic Advacares of the 
arty Sweat in vain, to lavent even © much a+» Colours to Reconcile 
then ; If from Sorrprave ant Hiſtap, and 2 duc Comparifen of all Cir- 
comnſtinces, t # improbable to the Degree, That ever Price wad 
at Rene, nach more that he was B ſoap rheredf 2 If the Rory depend on 
Commerfore Aurborrs, or fach as witty arc of rtf Crodrr, and cb wndance of 
ſh ew nt a/ Forgerercs have been imeerted and made nic of to fuppart it : If ir 
be Derogatory to the Howenr of $t, Proves Memory t© affert i 5 In fire, 
If it be vo difonit tack to apprehend and ſhow by wbnr Mrrloeds and De 
grom: it ng he zadvanc'd to popular Crrdi, ant tor whar Ends : bb I oy, 
all this be made appear {and how far this brief Diſquifrrion may be GGrle- 
factory that way. is Icft to the Jadicions Uabigorted Peruſer, and Y 
to Deermine) I conceive the old Oat-ocry ff Great & Diana f the Ee 
plvjiew 5 The Nerie off $t. Proeys Cane and Perers Succrſſors, will hence- 
forth ate onewhat of it's Infinences; or indeed pity very tte, wnlets 
i be to Fxpote rear Con b&w) that Vie it 

However. If ov hall Qi be Amad and Prevail vpon by thoſe Empry 
Srands and Varaeld Charm, I may perhaps admire their Fa 1h, or rather 
putty mer 1 T Crodaliry., but mult crave rave to Gy. That tall my Res 
ſon ws berter (arnfed (which with the Uttermoſt Diligerce and Impartiatity, 
I have codcavoured) It ſhall have no Room in amy Creed. Andio, Reader? 


Fae.  * 
| FINTIS. 
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